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14A8.  Yuva Shakti theme 
to mark 80th Independence 

Day 

80                          

      ‗         ‘        

 The energy and 
aspirations of Gen Z and ―Yuva 
Shakti‖ will take centre stage at 

the 80th Independence Day 
celebrations at the Red Fort on 
August 15. 

Gen Z औ  ―         ‖             
         15                     
          80                       

                 
 The celebrations will 

commemorate 150 years of 
Vande Mataram and highlight the 

contribution of young Indians to the 
country’s journey towards ―Viksit 
Bharat@2047.‖ 

य                        150          
                   औ  ―       

    @2047‖                   य    
   य         य     य                  

       
 In a departure from the conventional VIP-centric nomenclature, seating enclosures have 

been named after major Indian lakes such as Chilika, Loktak, Pangong Tso, Vembanad, 
Wular, Pulicat and Hussain Sagar, underscoring the importance of water conservation. 

         VIP-                                   ,                                         
           ,      ,          ,        ,     ,        औ                            य    ,    
                                      

Indian Lakes 

Lake 
Nature of 

Water 
Location 

Important ―Largest / 
Special‖ Status 

Chilika 
Lake 

Brackish / 
Saline lagoon 

Odisha 

Largest brackish-water 
lagoon in India; also 
described by the Chilika 
Development Authority as 
Asia‘s largest brackish-
water lake/lagoon. Water 
spread varies seasonally, 
roughly 906–1,165 km².  

Loktak 
Lake 

Freshwater Manipur 
Largest freshwater lake in 
Northeast India; famous for 
floating phumdis and 
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Lake 
Nature of 

Water 
Location 

Important ―Largest / 
Special‖ Status 

Keibul Lamjao National 
Park. Government sources 
give a surface area of about 
287 km² in one description.  

Pangong 
Tso 

Saline / 
Saltwater 

Ladakh (India) + 
Tibet/China 

A very large high-altitude 
saltwater lake. About one-
third lies in India and two-
thirds in China; 
approximately 160 km long 
and around 4,350 m above 
sea level.  

Vembanad 
Lake 

Brackish + 
Freshwater 
zones 

Kerala 

Longest lake in India and 
largest lake/backwater 
system in Kerala. Its 
northern part has 
marine/brackish influence, 
while the Thanneermukkom 
barrier separates freshwater-
dominant areas.  

Wular 
Lake 

Freshwater Jammu & Kashmir 

Commonly treated as one of 
India's largest natural 
freshwater lakes. A J&K 
government publication 
identifies it as the largest 
freshwater lake in India, 
while reported area varies 
with hydrological conditions 
and definition.  

Pulicat 
Lake 

Brackish / 
Saline lagoon 

Andhra Pradesh + Tamil 
Nadu 

Second-largest brackish-
water lagoon in India, after 
Chilika. About 2/3 lies in 
Andhra Pradesh and 1/3 in 
Tamil Nadu.  

Hussain 
Sagar 

Freshwater, 
artificial/man-
made lake 

Telangana — 
Hyderabad/Secunderabad 

Historic artificial lake, 
excavated in 1562 CE, 
originally for irrigation and 
water supply. Telangana 
government describes it as 
one of Asia's major artificial 
lakes, but it should not be 
memorised as India's 
largest freshwater lake.  
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14A8.  Sumit Sarkar, eminent scholar of modern Indian history, dies at 87 

                                                    87                    

 Eminent Marxist historian and scholar of modern Indian history Sumit Sarkar died at a private 
hospital in New Delhi on Thursday. 

  य                       औ                                                           ई 

                                    य   
 He was 87. 

   87            
 He spent several years teaching history at the University of Delhi and was a Fellow of 

Wolfson College, Oxford. 

        ई                                       य  औ              ,                      
 He had also been a visiting Professor at several prestigious universities in the U.S. and 

Europe. 

           औ  य         ई                य  य                                
 His works include Swadeshi Movement in Bengal, 1903-1908 (1973), Modern India (1989), 

and Writing Social History (1998), among others. 

              य     Swadeshi Movement in Bengal, 1903-1908 (1973), Modern India (1989) 

औ  Writing Social History (1998)       ई   य                  
 He also co-edited Women and Social Reform in Modern India (2007) and Caste in Modern 

India (2013) with his wife, Tanika Sarkar. 

                                    Women and Social Reform in Modern India (2007) औ  
Caste in Modern India (2013)      -            य   

 Ravikant, a Professor at the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, and Professor 
Sarkar’s student from 1988 to 1991, recalled his ―scintillating‖ lectures. 

       ,                    ऑ                                 औ  1988    1991           
                ,         ―               औ                ‖    य     य   
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 “He would look at one word and speak a full paragraph at one go. That was how succinct his 
summaries were,” he said. 

          , “                   औ                                                                 
       औ                   ” 

 
 

14A8.  Malnutrition in Somalia 

                   

 Funding to tackle acute malnutrition in parts of Somalia (country in 
Africa) has dropped by more than 80% this year, Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(MSF) said on Tuesday. 

                       (MSF)                               (            

   )                                                                          80%    
                ई     

 One in every four children screened in 
displacement camps in the southwest is severely 
malnourished, the non-governmental organisation 

said. 

    -                           -              
                                                      

                             

14A8. Sticks and goals 

     औ      

 When India celebrates its 80th Independence Day, its men’s 
hockey team will open its World Cup campaign against Wales 
in Amstelveen, aiming to end a 51-year medal drought. 

             80                       ,                   
                                                      
            औ  51                                            
     य        

 Because of hockey’s emotional connection with Indians, the 
wait has been agonising for the eight-time Olympic 
champion. 

                 य                           ,  ठ        
                     य           य         य          

 It won its last medal when the Ajit Pal Singh-led side lifted the 
trophy in Kuala Lumpur in 1975 during the pre-synthetic turf 

era. 

                              ,                            

                                           1975                  
              

 Trust in the present Harmanpreet Singh-captained side has 
grown after India broke a 41-year Olympic jinx with bronze in 

Tokyo in 2021 and retained it in Paris 2024. 

                                                       ,  य    

        2021                             41               
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               औ        2024                       
 Under coach Craig Fulton, the team won Asian Games gold in 2023, Olympic bronze in 

2024, and the Asia Cup in 2025, with the last one helping it qualify for the World Cup. 

                                  2023                       , 2024                 औ  2025 

                ,                                                 ई                 
 Despite finishing eighth in the FIH Pro League 2025-26, India showed positive signs by 

beating World champion Germany and Olympic champion the Netherlands. 

FIH        2025-26                               ,                           औ         

                                             
 After experiencing experimentation, defeats and two controversies — involving most-capped 

player Manpreet Singh, and the unwarranted decision to change the jersey from the familiar 
blue to saffron, the squad has regrouped for its first World Cup following the retirement of 
legendary custodian P.R. Sreejesh. 

 य   ,     औ            —                                                                    
                                                          य          —                  
   ,                 .  .             य                                                
        ई     

India Men’s Hockey — Olympic Medal Performances 

Olympics Medal 
Opponent in Final / 

Medal Match 

Goals 

For 

Goals 

Against 
Result 

Amsterdam 1928 � Gold Netherlands 3 0 India won 3–0 

Los Angeles 

1932 
� Gold 

No final — Round 

Robin 
— — 

India topped the 

tournament 

Berlin 1936 � Gold Germany 8 1 India won 8–1 

London 1948 � Gold Great Britain 4 0 India won 4–0 

Helsinki 1952 � Gold Netherlands 6 1 India won 6–1 

Melbourne 1956 � Gold Pakistan 1 0 India won 1–0 

Rome 1960 � Silver Pakistan 0 1 India lost 0–1 

Tokyo 1964 � Gold Pakistan 1 0 India won 1–0 

Mexico City 

1968 

� 

Bronze 
West Germany 2 1 India won 2–1 

Munich 1972 
� 

Bronze 
Netherlands 2 1 India won 2–1 

Moscow 1980 � Gold Spain 4 3 India won 4–3 

Tokyo 2020 (held 

2021) 

� 

Bronze 
Germany 5 4 India won 5–4 

Paris 2024 
� 

Bronze 
Spain 2 1 India won 2–1 

The Olympic final scores from 1928 through 1980 are also recorded by the FIH.  

Important Exception — Los Angeles 1932 
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There was no separate final in 1932 because only three teams—India, Japan and the 

United States—participated, and the competition followed a round-robin format. India 

defeated Japan 11–1 and the United States 24–1, finishing first and winning Gold. 

Therefore, describing the 24–1 USA match as the ―final‖ would be technically incorrect.  

Quick UPSC/PCS Facts 

 Total Olympic medals: 13 = 8 Gold + 1 Silver + 4 Bronze.  

 First Olympic Gold: Amsterdam 1928, defeating Netherlands 3–0.  

 Six consecutive Gold medals: 1928, 1932, 1936, 1948, 1952 and 1956.  

 Biggest victory in an Olympic gold-medal final: India 8–1 Germany, Berlin 1936.  

 Only Olympic Silver: Rome 1960, losing 0–1 to Pakistan.  

 Last Olympic Gold: Moscow 1980, defeating Spain 4–3.  

 41-year Olympic medal drought ended: Tokyo 2020, with India defeating Germany 

5–4 for Bronze.  

 Back-to-back modern Olympic medals: Tokyo 2020 Bronze + Paris 2024 Bronze.  

 Paris 2024: India defeated Spain 2–1 in the bronze-medal match. 
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14A8.  Tata Trusts accepts resignation of Chandrasekaran, initiates process to 
find successor 

                                           ,                                  

 The Sir Dorabji Tata Trust, which controls 27.9% holdings in Tata Sons, has accepted the 
resignation of Tata Sons Chairman N. Chandrasekaran and initiated the process to search 

for his successor. 

             27.9%                                                                  .             
                   य     औ                                य                

 “On 12th August 2026, our nominee directors received an email from Mr. N. 
Chandrasekaran, Chairman, Tata Sons Private Limited, wherein he conveyed his decision 

to not offer himself for re-appointment as Chairman upon the expiry of his current tenure on 
20th February 2027,” Tata Trusts said in a statement. 

                  य         , “12      2026                                                   

                .                ई            ,              20       2027                

  य                         य                    य              य                          
    य            य  ” 

 

14A8. PSG downs Villa, retains Super Cup 

                                                 

 Champions League winner Paris Saint-Germain 
rubber-stamped its status as Europe‘s top team as it defeated 
Aston Villa 2-1 in the UEFA Super Cup here on Wednesday. 

                             -                  य           

                        2-1          य                          
                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GS Paper 1: History 14 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
14A8 Akali Dal chief attacked at gurdwara in Maharashtra 
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14A8. Akali Dal chief attacked at gurdwara in Maharashtra 

                                             

Nihang Order 

 The Nihang Order, or Nihang Singhs, refers to a 

distinctive traditional Sikh warrior order known for 

its martial traditions, distinctive blue attire, weapons, 

and strong association with the Khalsa. 

Nihangs 

 The word Nihang is generally associated with a 

warrior who is fearless, unattached and ready to 

defend the faith and the oppressed.  

 Nihangs are readily recognised by their blue robes, 

tall blue turbans (dumalla), steel quoits (chakrams) 
and traditional weapons. 
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 They are particularly associated with the preservation of the martial traditions of the 

Khalsa. 

Historical Background 

 The Nihang tradition is closely connected with the militarisation of the Sikh 

community and the emergence of the Khalsa under Guru Gobind Singh in 1699. 

 Their precise institutional origins are described somewhat differently across Sikh 

traditions and historical accounts. Nihang traditions commonly trace themselves to the 

period of Guru Gobind Singh, with some traditions specifically associating their 

distinctive warrior identity with Baba Fateh Singh, the Guru's youngest son. 

 

GS Paper 1: Society 14 August  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
14A8 Are traditional parties unable to understand the grammar of Gen Z politics? 

                         Gen Z                                        ? 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
14A8. Are traditional parties unable to understand the grammar of Gen Z 
politics? 

                         Gen Z                                        ? 

 Days after India’s youth-led protests forced the resignation of the Union Minister of Education, 
Members of Parliament found themselves speaking in the language of the protesters. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
1 

        य                                                य                                    , 

        य                                              
 For instance, Shiv Sena’s Shrikant Shinde accused the Opposition of being “MIA” (missing in 

action) and feeling “FOMO” (the fear of missing out). 

             ,                                    “MIA” (missing in action —                ) 

     औ  “FOMO” (fear of missing out —                            )                    

   य   
 The Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) became an umbrella which included everyone who had 

small grievances about jobs, education, safety, and questions for the government. 

Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)                                  ई             ,     ,       
औ                    -                       य                                 

 And within that umbrella, student organisations like AISA, and the other left organisations also 
fit in. 

औ      य                AISA             ठ        य                                

Do you think the CJP movement will coalesce into an actual political party? 

                    CJP                                            ठ          ? 

 NSB: Gen Z knows that Instagram is not going to change their fortune, but it is a mode for 
them to articulate their concerns. 

NSB: Gen Z             Instagram         य                      ,       य                
                                     

 It was something more than issue-based. 

य            -                               
 It was a generation-based articulation. 

य      -                    
 So they saw it as a forum, not as a political party or a political ideology. 

                                     ,                       य                               
 KP: The CJP has essentially become the lightning rod of sorts for so many people who have 

their own grievances, largely about the political system, but also their own lives. 

KP: CJP                                             -          य    ,                य     , 
   य             य            ,                                    

 But the moment stood important, not because the CJP was leading it, but because people 
suddenly felt that all of the concerns that they have need to be heard. 

      य                          CJP                      ,            ,               

                                                                   
 So, what this moment represents really is a chance for an organisation like the CJP to 

actually create a new political discourse in the country. 

     , य              CJP                                                  य           
                    

 I think this moment calls for a new political language for this country. 

                य                                                        

What is it about the structure of traditional parties that make Gen Z distrustful 
of them? 

                                                 ,            Gen Z               

       ? 
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 We normalised a Prime Minister delivering hate speeches as part of electoral campaigns. 

                                                                                  य       य   
 We normalised the constant one-sided way of communication of the Prime Minister and the 

lack of accountability. 

                                              औ                           य       य   
 But here came a generation which saw that it did not need to be normalised. 

                                  ई,                                                  
         

 We shouldn’t normalise fear; we shouldn’t normalise not speaking up. 

                                 ;                                य                   
 We shouldn’t normalise this lack of conversation and just sit back and let the government do 

whatever it wants to do, no matter what the issue is, be it jobs, Internet shutdowns, hate 
speech, etc. 

                             य                  औ                                      
                                          ,                  ,             ,                     
    य        

 People who’ve seen this government, have seen it act with impunity against critics, 
journalists, activists, and political leaders. 

                               ,                  ,       ,            औ                     
                                                     

 They’ve only been seeing a life under this Prime Minister, and they started making fun of him, 
saying why is he dressing up, why is he laughing in a weird way when he goes to foreign 
trips, and so on. 

                             य                              औ                             

       , य                          य    य         ,       य                                     
    य          ,      

 So they started seeing the humour in a lot of what we had normalised, and I think that is the 
language that the government doesn’t have, to be able to speak to them about. 

                    -                                 ,                              , औ  
                 य             ,                                                     

 NSB: For this generation, the idea of culture that existed before Modi and after Modi, is 
inexplicably different. 

NSB:                             औ                                                          

             
 The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) started off with a clean slate. 

                 (BJP)                               य         य   
 They said, in Kangana Ranaut’s words, that Modi gave them a new independence. 

      ,                      ,                                    
 And so they were in a new nation. 

औ         ,                      
 And this new India’s language was not secularism, it was hatred. 

औ                                     ,               
 Millennials like us were taught about secularism, liberty, fraternity, brotherhood, and 

universality. 

                                ,        ,       ,         औ                            य   य  
    

 There was also a moral pressure on us to act in such a way. 
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 But when this so-called new India came around, the rules of the game were different. 

         य                          य ,                        
 The language was hate, the promotion of a particular religion, and a particular style of religion 

as well. 

         ,                      औ                                            
 So everything we say is right, everything you say is wrong. 

                       ,           औ                   ,            
 And even if you have to laugh, you have to laugh at our jokes, and not at the jokes that you 

want to laugh at. 

औ  य                   ,                                    ,                              

  य                  
 These protests invoked the ideas of older leaders such as M.K. Gandhi and Dr. B.R. 

Ambedkar, whose principles became the central organ which tied everything together. 

                     .  .       औ    .   .  .                                                 य  
 य ,                      य           ,                           य   

 And this is a very beautiful thing for a generation, because they are starting from a clean 
slate. 

औ                   य                      ,  य                              
 They don’t know what earlier generations said about Ambedkar. 

                                                               
 They don’t know what early generations said about Bhagat Singh. 

                                                                
 Gen Z are setting their own new terms for the culture. 

Gen Z                            औ                                  

Is the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh‘s (RSS) agenda of building temples, focusing 
on religion, and ‗sanskar‘ inherently unfriendly to Gen Z or can they also be co-opted 
into this ideology? 

                        (RSS)                ,                        औ  ‗      ‘            
                        Gen Z             ,                                               
  ? 

 Till a few months ago, we were all discussing the emergence of what they call ―bhajan 
clubbing‖, which was essentially a tactic by the Hindu right, to be able to appeal to the very 

young. 

                                                            ,      ―          ‖            , 
                                      ,                    य                  य          

 We’ve seen enough and more young people falling prey to pop propaganda through movies 
like Dhurandhar. 

     Dhurandhar                  य                                                   -   
य                  

 

GS Paper II: Polity 14 August  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

14A8 Seven-judge Bench to hear case concerning legislative privileges from October 6 

                                               6              -               ठ       
14A8 Monsoon Session sees multiple lows in Parliament productivity 
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14A8 Tension eases at Assam-Arunachal boundary 

   -                           

14A8 The constitutional limits on arrest 

                             
 

14A8. Seven-
judge Bench to 

hear case 
concerning 
legislative 

privileges from 
October 6 

       
                
                 
       6           
   -             
  ठ       

 The Supreme 
Court has said a 
seven-judge 
Constitution Bench 

would commence 
hearing from October 
6 a series of long-
pending petitions 
questioning whether 
legislative privileges 
can override citizens’ 
fundamental right to 
freedom of speech 
and expression. 

       य य  य    
             -

                     

  ठ 6                
  य          

य                   

        ई          ,       य         य   य         य                                     औ  

                                                            
 The Tamil Nadu Assembly Speaker at the time had passed a resolution in the House 

accusing the daily of having “distorted the proceedings of the Assembly, commented contrary 
to the events in the Assembly”. 

     य                        य                             य    ,                    

      “                                   औ                                              ” 
           य   य      
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 The resolution said the comments made in the editorial “amount to breach of privilege of the 
entire House” under Article 194 of the Constitution, which guarantees freedom of speech and 

immunities to Members of Legislative Assemblies. 

              य               य        ई       य                      194        “            
                                ”,                     य                     औ         य   
              

 The Tamil Nadu Assembly had passed a resolution to arrest five senior journalists of The 
Hindu. 

                                         ठ                                                य  
    

 Shortly after the resolution, the police sought to arrest the journalists. 

                                                       य     य   
 However, the journalists, including N. Ravi, the then Editor of The Hindu, approached the top 

court and won a stay on any coercive action against them. 

       ,                             .                           य य  य         य  औ       
                                                           य   

 When the case came up for hearing, senior advocate Harish Salve, appearing for the 
newspaper, argued against the invocation of Article 194(3) to choke Press freedom 
enshrined under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution. 

                 ई   ई,                                                                  
        19(1)(a)                                                 194(3)                      
        य   

 The top court also examined the larger legal issue whether a critical speech or publication 
would constitute a breach of legislative privilege. 

       य य  य        य                                 य                          

                                         

Legal tussle 

             

 The Bench had noted that the petitions and intervening applications, by journalists and the 
Press Council of India, raised “substantial questions of law as to the interpretation of Articles 
194(3), 19 and the interplay between these two Articles and Article 21 of the Constitution”. 

                        औ                           य  य                             
“        194(3), 19                                औ                     21                 

                                 ”             
 On December 8, 2004, the five-judge Bench heard Mr. Salve’s submission that the top court 

had given contradictory opinions in a 1959 judgment in Pandit M.S.M. Sharma versus Shri 
Krishna Sharma and a Presidential Reference of 1964 about the interplay between free 

speech and the scope of legislative privileges. 

8        2004        - य य                                            ई              य य  य 

   1959            .  .  .                              औ  1964                         य    

                   य                    य                                              य        
 The five-judge Bench had further referred the case to a seven-judge Bench for an 

authoritative settlement of the law. 

    - य य                                 औ                                        -

               ठ              य      
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14A8. Monsoon Session sees multiple lows in Parliament 
productivity 

                                                                

 While the Lok Sabha recorded 19% business, it was 39% in the Rajya 
Sabha. 

               19%            य   य ,         य       य  39%      
 According to data compiled by PRS Legislative Research, this has been 

one of the lowest productivity rates for the Lok Sabha in 22 years, with only two 
Parliament sessions since 2004 recording lower productivity. 

PRS Legislative Research                             , य  22                  
                                    ,       2004                                    

                 ई     
 PRS Legislative Research’s analysis further highlighted that nine Bills were 

passed in the Lok Sabha without any MP (other than the Minister) speaking on 
them. 

PRS Legislative Research                      य   य                             
         ,                                                    

 

14A8. Tension eases at Assam-Arunachal boundary 

   -                           

 Tension along the Assam-Arunachal Pradesh boundary eased on 

Thursday night after Takam Mising Porin Kebang (TMPK), the apex student body of 
Assam’s Mising community, suspended the “economic blockade” of Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

   -                                           य ,                       य    
               Takam Mising Porin Kebang (TMPK)                   “      

        ”               य   
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 The violence was reported from an area adjoining Likabali in Arunachal Pradesh. 

                                                           ई     

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

14A8. The constitutional limits on arrest 

                             

 The constitutionality of arrest in India needs to be examined to reinforce democratic values 
and ensure that the authority of the state and the liberty of the citizen are properly balanced. 

                                           य          य    ,                              

  य         औ  य             य               य                                          

                
 Recently, the Supreme Court, in Vihaan Kumar v. State of Haryana (2025), held that every 

arrested person must be properly and meaningfully informed of the grounds for his arrest.  

         ,        य य  य    Vihaan Kumar v. State of Haryana (2025)                   य   

         य                                              औ                      य       
       

 Failure to provide information shall amount to a violation of Article 22(1) of the Constitution 
and Section 50 of the Criminal Procedure Code (Section 47 of the BNSS, 2023). 

                                               22(1) औ                           50 (BNSS, 

2023         47)                       
 Sometimes, communication is conducted with the arrested person’s relatives, which appears 

to be a formality. 

   -             य                                    ,       औ                            
 Considering this, the verdict says that communicating the details of the arrest to relatives or 

providing ambiguous records does not satisfy the constitutional requirements. 
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     य              ,  य य  य                                                य               

                         य                         
 Therefore, the arrested person must be directly informed of the grounds of arrest in a manner 

that enables him to understand them. 

     ,          य                                         औ                               
     ,                        

 This would be in line with the Constitutional philosophy of putting a check on any possible 
arbitrary exercise of power. 

य                                                                                     

Legal safeguards 

                  

 The court has opined that if the initial arrest was unconstitutional, subsequent remand orders 
would also be deemed illegal. 

 य य  य              य                                 ,                                   
                  

 Moreover, to fulfil the requirements of Article 22(2) and Section 57 of the CrPC (Section 58 of 

the BNSS, 2023), the arrest memo must contain the time of arrest. 

            ,         22(2) औ  CrPC         57 (BNSS, 2023         58)       य         
                                                                  

 These constitutional and legal provisions say that the police must present the arrested person 
to a local magistrate within 24 hours, excluding the travel time. 

             औ                          ,          य                   य                  
 य       24                                                  य      

 The court also condemned degrading treatment in custody, affirming the right to dignity 
under Article 21, and directed the state to amend its procedures to prevent future violations. 

 य य  य                                            ,         21                           
         औ      य                                         य            य                      
        य   

 Thus, this judgment sets a strong precedent for safeguarding personal liberty and 
procedural fairness in India’s criminal justice system. 

       , य      य                  य य                          औ                   
                                              

 Arrest is different from detention. 

                            
 While detention is a temporary hold for investigation and the person is not charged with any 

offence, arrest is a formal police custody with a probable cause of commission of an offence. 

                            ई     य         औ   य                             य     

            ,                                                            औ             

           
 Article 22 deals with both arrest and detention. 

        22          औ        ,                     
 In non-cognisable offences such as simple hurt, defamation, etc., a warrant is needed for 

arrest, whereas in cognisable offences such as murder, rape, etc., arrest is without a warrant. 

             ,                ,                                         य         ,      

            ,        य ,                                                      
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Court‘s guidelines on arrest 

                           -      

 In Arnesh Kumar v. State of Bihar (2014), the Supreme Court laid down guidelines for 

arrests to prevent the misuse of criminal laws. 

Arnesh Kumar v. State of Bihar (2014)                 य य  य                      
                                            -                    

 The law should not be used as a tool to harass someone. 

           य         य                                           य              
 Considering this, it is obvious that allowing criminal prosecution to continue based on frivolous 

and false allegations would amount to an abuse of legal process and would also be 
detrimental to the concept of natural justice, which is perhaps the most significant form of 

justice enshrined in the Constitution. 

     य              , य                     औ                                   य       
                                                              औ  य                  
                               ,                             य य                         

 In the guidelines, the court said that arrests should be an exception in cases where the 
punishment is less than seven years. 

    -           य य  य                                                 ,                    

                  
 The police must determine whether an arrest is necessary under Section 41 of the CrPC 

(Section 35 of the BNSS). 

         य                         CrPC         41 (BNSS         35)                 
   य     य        

 Thus, routine arrests cannot be made merely because the power to arrest has been given to 
the police. 

       ,                                                       य                      
                      ई     

 The necessity must be justified. 

                            ठ           य      
 It is well known that personal freedom is a major part of the Constitution. 

य                                                                
 Unnecessary arrests hurt a person’s reputation and would be detrimental to personal liberty.  

                     य                                    औ                         

                  

Constitutionality of arrest, detention 

         औ                       

 Article 22 protects against arrest and detention to ensure freedom of person, and hence has a 
direct link with the concept of personal liberty under Article 21. 

        22  य                                             औ                            

        औ                     21                                                     
 Article 22 provides important procedural safeguards for a person who is arrested, including 

the right to be informed and the right to consult and be defended by his lawyer as soon as 
possible, and finally the right to be presented before the nearest magistrate within 24 hours. 

        22                 य                                                    ,       
य                                                                                    औ  
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                                           ;            24                                
                                         

 The Article also deals with the concept of preventive detention where these procedural 

safeguards do not apply. 

य                                                  ,      य     य              य                
    

 The definition of preventive detention in India is inspired by a British law, Regulation 14-B of 
the Defence of the Realm Act, 1914, which says that all detentions that are not punitive may 

be considered preventive. 

                                              ,                      , 1914             

14-B,            ,            य                                       ,                         
 The detention may continue for three months, and if the period expires, an Advisory Board 

shall permit the extension of the period. 

                                   औ  य   य                       ,                    
                               

 Thus, Article 22 protects a person from being arrested or detained, signifying the protection of 
his liberty against any arbitrary action by the state. 

       ,         22  य               य                                      ,            
                                                                    

 However, the provision of arrest and detention exemplifies the exercise of the state’s 
authority. 

       ,          औ                                                          
 Personal liberty in the Constitution is founded in the principle of natural justice, which is 

enshrined in the entire constitutional scheme. 

                                                                      ,                     

 य                   
 Further, the Golden Triangle of India‘s Constitution as explained by the Supreme Court in 

Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978) suggests that Article 21 is related to Articles 14 and 
19. 

            ,        य य  य                                 (1978)                  य 

                        (Golden Triangle) य                       21                  14 औ  

        19        
 Of the two, Article 14 is an antithesis to arbitrariness and the substantive natural justice 

emanates from it, whereas Article 19(1) incorporates procedural natural justice. 

          ,         14                            य          औ                              
            ,              19(1)                                     

 Therefore, any arbitrary exercise of the power of arrest or detention would amount to a 
violation of the Golden Triangle. 

             य                     ई                                                     
 This has been the reason why the framers of the Constitution ensured that a delicate balance 

between authority and liberty is maintained and vibrant democracy in India is sustained. 

य                                   य             य                    औ                  
                                    औ                         य       

 
 

GS Paper II: International Relations 14 August  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

14A8 Why has the U.K. paused three Chevening fellowships? 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
1 

  .  .        Chevening                             ? 

 
 

 

14A8. Why has the U.K. paused three Chevening fellowships? 

  .  .        Chevening                             ? 

 The U.K. government has paused short-term fellowships offered for mid-career professionals 
under the prestigious Chevening programme for one year. 

य .  .                  Chevening programme          य-   य                              
                                             य      

 The Chevening Research, Science and Innovation Leadership Fellowship (CRISP), the 
Chevening Cyber Security Fellowship, and the Chevening South Asia Journalism 
Programme (SAJP) have been paused for the year 2027-28. 
Chevening Research, Science and Innovation Leadership Fellowship (CRISP), 

Chevening Cyber Security Fellowship औ  Chevening South Asia Journalism 

Programme (SAJP)        2027-28                   य   य      

Why have the Chevening fellowships been paused? 

Chevening                                 ? 

 According to official sources, the fellowships have been paused for varying reasons, including 
capacity constraints and cost-cutting by the U.K. government. 

                       ,                  -                     य   य    ,            
              औ    .  .                                     

 “We are currently reviewing and strengthening our fellowship portfolio to ensure it continues 
to deliver the greatest impact and value for participants and partners. 

“                                              औ                     ,      य         य  
औ                              औ     य                

 As part of this process, some programmes will pause in 2027,” a British High Commission 
spokesperson confirmed in response to The Hindu’s queries. 
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      य        ,       य    2027               ,”         ई                      The 

Hindu                             
 “The SAJP will pause for the 2027 cycle due to capacity constraints at the host university, and 

is expected to resume in 2028,” the sources said. 

           , “SAJP                  य  य                               2027           

        य        औ       2028                                ” 
 “We recognise this will be disappointing news for those who were hoping to apply, but we 

hope to be able to provide an update on future plans for the programmes soon,” the sources 
added. 

               , “               य                                                        
               ,                                    य            य    य                

                      ” 

What is the nature of the fellowships? 

                          ? 

 The CRISP fellowship is a 12-week programme for scientists, researchers and 

entrepreneurs hosted by the University of Oxford. 

CRISP fellowship         ,           औ    य  य         12                   ,       
        University of Oxford          

 The Chevening Cyber Security Fellowship is a 10-week programme delivered at Cranfield 

University, a part of the U.K.’s Defence Academy. 

Chevening Cyber Security Fellowship 10                   ,      य .  .    Defence 

Academy           Cranfield University              य           
 The SAJP is an eight-week programme hosted by the University of Westminster for mid-

career journalists. 

SAJP   य-   य                 ठ                   ,               University of 

Westminster          
 CRISP focuses on fellows from India and Sri Lanka; the Cyber Security Fellowship is offered 

to Indians and citizens of the Western Balkans; the SAJP is a one-of-a-kind programme that 
brings together journalists from India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, and the 
Maldives. 

CRISP     य        औ                      ; Cyber Security Fellowship      य  औ         
                                ;      SAJP                     ,        ,         , 

      ,          ,            औ                                      

What avenues is Chevening India exploring to restart the fellowships? 

                                  Chevening India                              ? 

 The Chevening team is exploring industry sponsorship for CRISP and the Cyber Security 

Fellowship, and welcomes suggestions and potential partners. 

Chevening     CRISP औ  Cyber Security Fellowship                               
                      औ                                                

 “We expect to provide an update on the Chevening Gurukul Fellowship (September-
November 2027) cohort by early November 2026, and are currently exploring sponsorship 

opportunities for this programme too,” sources said. 

           , “    Chevening Gurukul Fellowship (      -      2027)                 2026    
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                                     औ                 य                              
                     ” 

 The Gurukul Fellowship, also hosted at the University of Oxford, is a 12-week programme 

targeting mid-career Indian professionals across sectors, including government, media, and 
civil society. 

Gurukul Fellowship,                  University of Oxford        , 12                   , 
        य      ,     य  औ                                    य-   य       य            

How much has the U.K. government spent on the programmes? 

  .  .                                         ? 

 Data tabled in the U.K. Parliament show that in financial year 2025-26, the U.K.’s Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) allocated £59.4 million to Chevening. 

  .  .                                           य     2025-26    य .  .    Foreign, 

Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO)    Chevening        £59.4        

            
 A break-up of the funding split between fellowships and scholarships is not available in the 

public domain. 

        औ         य                                                                  
 The Hindu’s query to the British High Commission on this went unanswered. 

            The Hindu               ई                                           
 “Through corporate partner income and university partnerships, Chevening receives between 

£6-7 million annually, funding 22% of scholars,” the U.K.’s then Secretary of State for the 

FCDO stated in a policy paper presented in the U.K. Parliament in 2023. 

“                          य औ         य  य                        य     Chevening    
       £6-7                    ,       22%                           ,” य .  .            

FCDO Secretary of State    2023    य .  .                      -              

What is the government‘s purpose? 

                      ? 

 The U.K. government launched the Chevening Fellowships in 2004 as an extension of the 

broader Chevening Scholarships, which were established in 1983. 

य .  .           य    Chevening Scholarships,              1983      ई   ,                 

   2004    Chevening Fellowships             
 For 2027-28, applications for Chevening Scholarships, which offer a fully funded Master’s in 

the U.K., have opened. 

    2027-28        Chevening Scholarships,    य .  .                                      

       ,                        
 The Chevening programmes function as an instrument of soft diplomacy for the U.K. 

Chevening   य    य .  .                                             य           
 By selecting high-potential international professionals to study in the U.K. on the FCDO’s fully 

funded programme, the U.K. government aims to cultivate influential global networks that 
advance British foreign policy interests. 

FCDO                      य             यय                                             
 य      , य .  .                                                                              
                   

 “Many of Chevening’s alumni are in positions of influence, and they form a valuable network 
for furthering His Majesty’s Government’s objectives,” a policy paper on the programme 
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states. 

  य                      -           य    , “Chevening     ई                            , औ     
                         य                                                          ” 
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14A8.  Why vital chemotherapy drugs are in short supply in India 

                                                    

 India is facing a critical nationwide shortage of two key chemotherapy drugs — cisplatin 
and carboplatin — driven by soaring global platinum raw material costs, West Asia 

shipping route disruptions, and domestic price caps. 

                                 —           औ             —                          
                    ,                                                 ,          य     
                य     औ           य-           

 In response, the government last month raised temporarily ceiling rates for the two drugs by 
50%, to help restart halted domestic manufacturing lines. 

            ,                                                                          50% 

           ,                                 य                                     
 Cisplatin is a chemotherapeutic agent used in the treatment of solid tumours as well as 

certain blood cancers. 

                                   ,         य        य          -                     
           य           

 Carboplatin is a second-generation platinum compound that is also used to treat solid 

tumours. 

                                             ,         य        य                       
  य           

 Both are among the most widely used chemotherapy drugs in India and are indispensable in 
the treatment of several cancers, including ovarian, head and neck, lung, gall bladder, urinary 
bladder, breast and testicular cancers. 

                   य            य                                             औ          ,     
        ,      ,      य,      य,     औ                     ई                          
             

 The Karnataka government-run Kidwai Memorial Institute of Oncology in Bengaluru has said 
it currently has adequate stocks and multiple procurement channels to ensure continuity of 
care. 

                                       Kidwai Memorial Institute of Oncology              

                    य           औ                                                      

           
 At the Delhi State Cancer Institute, both cisplatin and carboplatin injections are currently 

available, said Pragya Shukla, head of clinical oncology. 

                      य                औ                                            ,     
        ऑ                                  

 On June 12, the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) invoked special clauses to 
raise the price cap of cisplatin from ₹7.26 to ₹10.89 per mL, and carboplatin from ₹60.49 
rupees to ₹90.74 per mL, citing public interest. 

12               औ                         (NPPA)                                          
     य                             ₹7.26          ₹10.89     mL औ                ₹60.49 

         ₹90.74     mL        
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National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) 

 The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) is an independent government 
regulatory authority responsible primarily for regulating the prices of medicines and 

pharmaceutical products in India and ensuring their availability at reasonable prices. 

1. Establishment 

 Established: 29 August 1997 

 Functions under the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals and 
Fertilizers, Government of India. 

 It implements and enforces provisions of the Drugs (Prices Control) Order — DPCO. 

2. Major Functions 

 Fixes/revises ceiling prices of scheduled medicines covered by the National List of 
Essential Medicines (NLEM) under the applicable DPCO framework. 

 Monitors prices of both scheduled and non-scheduled formulations. 

 Ensures that manufacturers do not charge consumers above the legally permissible price. 

 Recovers overcharged amounts from pharmaceutical companies where applicable. 

 Monitors the availability of medicines and helps address shortages. 

 Collects and analyses information relating to production, imports, exports, market share 
and prices of pharmaceutical products. 

 It also performs pricing functions concerning certain medical devices when they fall within 

the applicable drug-pricing regulatory framework. 

3. What is DPCO? 

 The Drugs (Prices Control) Order (DPCO) is issued by the Central Government under the 
Essential Commodities Act, 1955. 

 The current principal framework is the DPCO, 2013. 

 Under it, NPPA determines ceiling prices for scheduled formulations. 

 Ceiling Price = Maximum permissible price (subject to applicable taxes and regulatory 
provisions). 

 4. NLEM and NPPA — Important Difference 

 Do not confuse the two: 

 NLEM → identifies medicines considered essential for meeting priority healthcare needs. 

 NPPA implements the pharmaceutical pricing framework and fixes ceiling prices for 

scheduled formulations based on the applicable DPCO. 

 The current National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM), 2022 contains 384 medicines. 

 
 

14A8. West Nile virus cases 

                         

 Authorities in Athens have stepped up fumigation as the country’s state 
health administration on Thursday reported a “signi-cant” increase in West Nile 
virus infections, which have so far claimed nine lives. 

             य      य                                                
“        ”                                               य                            
  ;                                                

 It said 45 new cases of the mosquito-borne virus had been recorded over 
the past week, raising total infections to 110. 
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                                         -              45                    ,       
                         य       110     ई  

 

West Nile virus is a mosquito-borne virus 

that can infect humans, birds and several other 

animals.  

Most infected people develop no symptoms, 

but in rare cases it can cause serious 

neurological disease such as encephalitis or 

meningitis. 

Basic Facts 
 

Feature Details 

Virus family Flaviviridae 

Genus Flavivirus 

Genetic material Single-stranded RNA 

Primary vector Culex mosquitoes 

Main natural hosts Birds 

Humans and horses 
Usually dead-end 

hosts 

First identified 1937, Uganda 

Vaccine for humans 
No licensed human 

vaccine 

Specific antiviral 

treatment 

No specific antiviral 

therapy 

How does it spread? 

 The normal transmission cycle is: 

 Infected bird → Culex mosquito bites bird → mosquito becomes infected → 

infected mosquito bites another bird/person/horse. 

 Birds are particularly important because many bird species develop enough virus 

in their blood to infect mosquitoes. 

 Humans and horses are generally called ―dead-end hosts‖ because the amount of 

virus circulating in their blood is usually too low to infect another mosquito and 

maintain the transmission cycle. 

Does it spread from person to person? 

 Ordinary activities such as touching, hugging or sharing food do not normally 

spread West Nile virus. 
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 Rare transmission can occur through blood transfusion, organ transplantation, 

pregnancy-related transmission or laboratory exposure. 

Symptoms 

Approximately 80% of 

infected people develop no 

symptoms. 

Some develop West Nile 

fever, which may involve: 

Fever + headache + body 

aches + fatigue + 

nausea/vomiting + 

occasionally skin rash. 

A small proportion develop 

serious neuroinvasive 

disease, including: 

 Encephalitis — 

inflammation of the brain.  

 Meningitis — inflammation of the membranes surrounding the brain and spinal cord.  

 Acute flaccid paralysis — sudden muscle weakness/paralysis.  

Older adults and immunocompromised people are generally at greater risk of severe disease. 

Treatment and Prevention 

There is currently no specific antiviral medicine routinely available for West Nile virus 

infection in humans. Mild disease is generally managed with supportive care, while severe 

neurological illness may require hospitalisation. 

Prevention therefore focuses primarily on mosquito control: 

Eliminate stagnant water → reduce mosquito breeding → use repellents → wear 

protective clothing → use screens/mosquito nets where appropriate. 

West Nile Virus in India 

West Nile virus is not confined to Africa or Europe. It has also been detected in India, 

including reported human infections and evidence of circulation in several regions. 

Therefore, from an examination perspective, it should be remembered as an emerging/re-

emerging mosquito-borne zoonotic disease. 
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