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Yuva Shakti theme to mark
80th Independence Day

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The energy and aspirations
of Gen Z and “Yuva Shakti”
will take centre stage at the
80th Independence Day
celebrations at the Red
Fort on August 15. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will lead the celebrations
and the National Song
Vande Mataram will be
rendered at the historic ve-
nue for the first time.

The celebrations will
commemorate 150 years of
Vande Mataram and high-
light the contribution of
young Indians to the coun-
try’s journey towards “Vik-
sit Bharat@2047.”

According to the Minis-
try of Defence, around
2,500 NCC cadets and “My
Bharat” volunteers, includ-
ing boys and girls from the
Army, Navy and Air Force,
will participate in the cere-
mony, seated along Gyan-
path opposite the Red Fort
ramparts in Delhi.

After the Prime Minister
hoists the National Flag,

A glimpse of the full-dress rehearsal ahead of the Independence Day
celebrations at the Red Fort in New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

the Army band will play
Vande Mataram, followed
by the National Anthem.
After Mr. Modi’s address
concludes, the NCC cadets
and “My Bharat” volun-
teers will again sing the Na-
tional Song, followed by
the National Anthem.

Inclusive guest list

Around 5,000 special
guests have been invited,
including women entre-
preneurs, sanitation work-
ers, street vendors, youth
innovators, scientists,
start-up founders, Metro

workers, taxi drivers, hos-
pital staff, artisans, farm-
ers and students. More
than 1,500 people from
States and Union Territo-
ries, dressed in traditional
attire, will also attend.

In a departure from the
conventional VIP-centric
nomenclature, seating en-
closures have been named
after major Indian lakes
such as Chilika, Loktak,
Pangong Tso, Vembanad,
Waular, Pulicat and Hussain
Sagar, underscoring the
importance of water
conservation.

14A8. Yuva Shakti theme
to mark 80th Independence
Day

809 Tadadr feaw # Rfgaa
SN gar AfFa A fiw

e The energy and
aspirations of Gen Z and “Yuva
Shakti” will take centre stage at
the 80th Independence Day
celebrations at the Red Fort on
August 15.

Gen Z 3R “gar afFa” A st v
HTHTBIE 15 373TE I el ool 3

BleY aTel 809 FadadT fedH HARE
& g H gl

e The celebrations will
commemorate 150 years of
Vande Mataram and highlight the
contribution of young Indians to the

country’s journey towards “Viksit
Bharat@2047.”

I8 THARIG d& ATHA & 150 8§ X
gleT T TFROT HLIMM AR “fawfaa
HRA@2047” 1 T & ger T Imam
¥ & I & AeTere Y Y@ifehd
HLIM

e In adeparture from the conventional VIP-centric nomenclature, seating enclosures have
been named after major Indian lakes such as Chilika, Loktak, Pangong Tso, Vembanad,
Wular, Pulicat and Hussain Sagar, underscoring the importance of water conservation.

IRARE VIP-Hferet ATHRIOT SHTEAT F T g §U, 31 o TATAT T ATA 3R HY TA7G Siret
S8 e, Aihes, daiier Y, dFes, e, Ifere iR gle TR & 1A IR 7@ I E, S
STel TXETOT & HEed ol JWitehel &l 8

Indian Lakes

Lake

Nature of

Water

Location

Important “Largest /
Special” Status

Chilika
Lake

Brackish /
Saline lagoon

Odisha

Largest brackish-water
lagoon in India; also
described by the Chilika
Development Authority as
Asia’s largest brackish-
water lake/lagoon. Water
spread varies seasonally,
roughly 906-1,165 km?2,

Loktak
Lake

Freshwater

Manipur

Largest freshwater lake in
Northeast India; famous for
floating phumdis and
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Lake

Nature of
Water

Location

Important “Largest /
Special” Status

Keibul Lamjao National
Park. Government sources
give a surface area of about
287 km?2in one description.

Pangong
Tso

Saline
Saltwater

Ladakh
Tibet/China

(India) +

A very large high-altitude
saltwater lake. About one-
third lies in India and two-
thirds in China;
approximately 160 km long
and around 4,350 m above
sea level.

Vembanad
Lake

Brackish
Freshwater
zones

+

Kerala

Longest lake in India and
largest lake/backwater
system in Kerala. Its
northern part has
marine/brackish  influence,
while the Thanneermukkom
barrier separates freshwater-
dominant areas.

Wular
Lake

Freshwater

Jammu & Kashmir

Commonly treated as one of
India's largest  natural
freshwater lakes. A J&K
government publication
identifies it as the largest
freshwater lake in India,
while reported area varies
with hydrological conditions
and definition.

Pulicat
Lake

Brackish
Saline lagoon

/

Andhra Pradesh + Tamil
Nadu

Second-largest brackish-
water lagoon in India, after
Chilika. About 2/3 lies in
Andhra Pradesh and 1/3 in
Tamil Nadu.

Hussain
Sagar

Freshwater,
artificial/man-
made lake

Telangana —
Hyderabad/Secunderabad

Historic  artificial lake,
excavated in 1562 CE,
originally for irrigation and
water supply. Telangana
government describes it as
one of Asia's major artificial
lakes, but it should not be
memorised as India's
largest freshwater lake.
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Sumit Sarkar, eminent scholar of
modern Indian history, dies at 87
(RS

Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

Eminent Marxist historian
and scholar of modern In-
dian history Sumit Sarkar
died at a private hospital in
New Delhi on Thursday. He
was 87.

He spent several years
teaching history at the Un-
iversity of Delhi and was a
Fellow of Wolfson College,
Oxford. He had also been a
visiting Professor at several
prestigious universities in
the U.S. and Europe.

His works include Swa-
deshi Movement in Bengal,
1903-1908 (1973), Modern
India (1989), and Writing
Social ~ History (1998),
among others. He also co-

o/

Sumit Sarkar

edited Women and Social
Reform in Modern India
(2007) and Caste in Mod-
ern India (2013) with his
wife, Tanika Sarkar.

He completed his BA
(Honours) in history at Pre-
sidency College in Kolkata
before going on to do his
Master’s and Ph.D. at the

University of Calcutta. His
former students and col-
leagues remembered him
not only as a “doyen of his-
torians”, but also as the
“kindest of  human
beings”.

Ravikant, a Professor at
the Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies, and
Professor Sarkar’s student
from 1988 to 1991, recalled
his “scintillating” lectures.
“He would look at one
word and speak a full para-
graph at one go. That was
how succinct his summar-
ies were,” he said.

Anirban  Bandyopad-
hyay, a Professor of history
at the Kalinga Institute of
Social Sciences, described
him as “one of the rare

Marxist historians to delve
deeply into culture and
emotions as opposed to
the economy”.

“With regard to 19th and
20th-century Bengal, there
was nothing that he did not
write about,” said Profes-
sor Bandyopadhyay, who
was closely acquainted
with Professor Sarkar and
his wife. He described the
death as a “personal loss”,
in addition to being a loss
to all history students.

“From 2005, I met him
on numerous occasions,
went to their place in Del-
hi, and read to him. He al-
ways listened to younger
people, and always had a
smile,” Professor Bandyo-
padhyay said.

14A8. Sumit Sarkar, eminent scholar of modern Indian history, dies at 87

aryfas R sfaere & yeara Reae gAa awwR w187 a¥ At 3mg & faue

¢ Eminent Marxist historian and scholar of modern Indian history Sumit Sarkar died at a private
hospital in New Delhi on Thursday.

Tt AFdard) sfaeraER 3R smyfas s sfaer & fagam gifa SR &1 ear @ 7S
ool & U fAsiT 31E9dTer & e g1 1|
e He was 87.

F 87 a¥F U

e He spent several years teaching history at the University of Delhi and was a Fellow of
Wolfson College, Oxford.

3giel s vl oo fyeelt freafaearery # sfagr gerar 3R gewas Fide, AFaHIE & hell ||

e He had also been a visiting Professor at several prestigious universities in the U.S. and
Europe.

a 3ARE 3R I & T3 wfaftsd fRreafaeamert 7 Rfafr wivaw o @ &)

e His works include Swadeshi Movement in Bengal, 1903-1908 (1973), Modern India (1989),
and Writing Social History (1998), among others.

3e1ehT Y™ HfdAT A Swadeshi Movement in Bengal, 1903-1908 (1973), Modern India (1989)
3R Writing Social History (1998) Hfe %38 31wa T Al &1

e He also co-edited Women and Social Reform in Modern India (2007) and Caste in Modern
India (2013) with his wife, Tanika Sarkar.

3egiel 3T Teall dfevehT AXHR & ATT Women and Social Reform in Modern India (2007) 3R
Caste in Modern India (2013) &T Tg-TuTeaT 8t faram|

e Ravikant, a Professor at the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, and Professor
Sarkar’s student from 1988 to 1991, recalled his “scintillating” lectures.

TAFIE, ST T B & TTaT 3TH STATIT TIATSEIST F WIhaR § 3 1988 & 1991 deh YIhaR
TWER & S @, A 3T “Hedd Tane iR sfad sarea=1 $i e |
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e “He would look at one word and speak a full paragraph at one go. That was how succinct his
summaries were,” he said.

3egiel hgl, ‘d Teh WUeg I ST IR 3H I Th €1 IR & T HTeDe aie ot F| Sofeh ARIL Felel
mmmgmmz}|"

14A8. Malnutrition in Somalia

HraATferT 3 Faryor

Malnutrition
in Somalia

Reuters

Funding to tackle acute
malnutrition in parts of So-
malia (country in Africa)
has dropped by more than
80% this year, Medecins
Sans Frontieres (MSF) said
on Tuesday. One in every
four children screened in
displacement camps in the
southwest is severely mal-

nourished, the non-go-
vernmental organisation
said.

¢ Funding to tackle acute malnutrition in parts of Somalia (country in
Africa) has dropped by more than 80% this year, Medecins Sans Frontieres

(MSF) said on Tuesday.

o AW A= BIEAF (MSF) & HTelaR Y g ok WATSAT (31hIPT FT TH
&%) & Fo feedl & g FAYor § fAves & fov Fee arer faadivor & s& a€ 80% &

e &Y fRmEe 311 8

e One in every four children screened in
displacement camps in the southwest is severely
malnourished, the non-governmental organisation
said.

. T I T o SRR 6 &
TaEaTs R & S [P v v+ IR T § 4 Th
ToaT 78R T § FART 2|

14A8. Sticks and goals

e ik e

o When India celebrates its 80th Independence Day, its men’s
hockey team will open its World Cup campaign against Wales
in Amstelveen, aiming to end a 51-year medal drought.

SIS TRl 39T 80T T fera® HATTI, T SHehT JE Gleh
EF TFreTdld H 3o & [ 379+ faeq w9 3fAamer v
Q3T et A 51 Fut F Tk 3T I§ T&H & YW@ 1 FATCA Lol
HT 8T T

e Because of hockey’s emotional connection with Indians, the
wait has been agonising for the eight-time Olympic
champion.

glehl o T AT & HTaATCHS 31T & HRUT, TS aR &
el FRaa & T I8 Sa9R T dieere @il

e |t won its last medal when the Ajit Pal Singh-led side lifted the
trophy in Kuala Lumpur in 1975 during the pre-synthetic turf

era

wﬁmaﬁﬂwaﬁq’sﬁmmmmmﬁ%a&ﬁqﬁ
arell &1 o A < & ggel & GR A 1975 H FHTATGY H
1Y St 2|

e Trustin the present Harmanpreet Singh-captained side has
grown after India broke a 41-year Olympic jinx with bronze in
Tokyo in 2021 and retained it in Paris 2024.

FIHATT AT g Y Foareh areh &7 ) Aeard 9oT d, FiF
R o 2021 & AFA & FIET 9 Siidax 41 aut & eals

Sticks and goals

India might see its best finish in 50 years
in hockey World Cup

hen India celebrates its 80th Inde-
w pendence Day, its men’s hockey team
will open its World Cup campaign
against Wales in Amstelveen, aiming to end a 51-
year medal drought. Because of hockey’s emo-
tional connection with Indians, the wait has been
agonising for the eight-time Olympic champion.
It won its last medal when the Ajit Pal Singh-led
side lifted the trophy in Kuala Lumpur in 1975
during the pre-synthetic turf era. Trust in the pre-
sent Harmanpreet Singh-captained side has
grown after India broke a 41-year Olympic jinx
with bronze in Tokyo in 2021 and retained it in
Paris 2024. Under coach Craig Fulton, the team
won Asian Games gold in 2023, Olympic bronze
in 2024, and the Asia Cup in 2025, with the last
one helping it qualify for the World Cup. Despite
finishing eighth in the FIH Pro League 2025-26,
India showed positive signs by beating World
champion Germany and Olympic champion the
Netherlands. After experiencing experimenta-
tion, defeats and two controversies — involving
most-capped player Manpreet Singh, and the un-
warranted decision to change the jersey from the
familiar blue to saffron, the squad has regrouped
for its first World Cup following the retirement of
legendary custodian P.R. Sreejesh. After Wales,
the eighth-ranked side faces a formidable En-
gland and traditional rival Pakistan in the pool.
Comprising two-time Olympic medallists and
promising youngsters, the team, placed sixth and
ninth in the last two editions, now targets a high-
er finish in the World Cup before embarking next
month on a mission to retain the Asian Games
gold, which will earn it a berth in the 2028 Olym-
pics. The Salima Tete-led women’s team has re-
built under Dutchman Sjoerd Marijne after tur-
moil caused first by the exit of his predecessor
and then by an alleged sexual harassment case in-
volving a former Hockey India official. Marijne,
who took India to its best-ever fourth in Tokyo in
his first stint, guided it to World Cup qualification
and Nations Cup victory. Despite the Hockey In-
dia League experience and the exposure to fo-
reign players, the team of five 200-cap players
and 11 debutants may find it tough to match 1974’s
fourth-place finish. Ranked ninth, India plays
Olympic silver medallist China on August 16, then
South Africa and higher-ranked England. It will
target a better position than 2022’s ninth before
switching focus to the Asian Games. For the first
time, the World Cup for both genders involving
32 teams altogether, with a new and tricky for-
mat, is co-hosted by Belgium and the Nether-
lands. Both the Indian teams must play as cohe-
sive units to build towards Los Angeles 2028.
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TR T AT 3R IR 2024 37 3y 3T TR 3@

e Under coach Craig Fulton, the team won Asian Games gold in 2023, Olympic bronze in
2024, and the Asia Cup in 2025, with the last one helping it qualify for the World Cup.

I 39T Foee & sicjed A S o 2023 7 TRATE @t w1 Fa0t, 2024 # el Fiew i 2025
F ofdr &9 Siar, f5ae 3ifas sgafer o 38 g F9 & fav Fareivg e 7 Acg 61

e Despite finishing eighth in the FIH Pro League 2025-26, India showed positive signs by
beating World champion Germany and Olympic champion the Netherlands.

FIH 9 &ffeT 2025-26 # 37T0d FUTT TR 6 & dTaole, HR o faea ARger st 31k el
ARt ez T &R THRIeHS Tohd BT

o After experiencing experimentation, defeats and two controversies — involving most-capped
player Manpreet Singh, and the unwarranted decision to change the jersey from the familiar
blue to saffron, the squad has regrouped for its first World Cup following the retirement of
legendary custodian P.R. Sreejesh.

v, R 3R & farel — foere wad it da dea arer fErems et Rig & Sy faare qar
ARTRIC el 37 T ST ohT ST 39T F deolel 1 eI 0T QA AT — ol AIHAT A &
TG, feaarst aMerhray dY.31R. fiSrer & T=ard & 9T &9 379 Ugel faed &9 & folv i &
THoC 55 ¢

India Men’s Hockey — Olympic Medal Performances

. Opponent in Final / || Goals Goals
Olympics Medal Medal Match For Against Result
/Amsterdam 1928| ] Gold |Netherlands 3 o India won 3-0 |
Los Angeles No final — Round India topped the
1932 - Gold iz opin B B tournament
Berlin 1936 |0 Gold |Germany 8 [ Indiawon 8-1 |
lLondon 1948 |/ Gold ||Great Britain 4 [ Indiawon 4-0 |
Helsinki 1952 |11 Gold ||Netherlands 6 h India won 6-1 |
IMelbourne 1956 |1 Gold |[Pakistan 11 o Indiawon1-0 |
IRome 1960 |0 Silver ||Pakistan o [ lindia lost0-1 |
Tokyo 1964 |/ Gold |Pakistan 1 0 Indiawon 1-0 |
i/glgggico City gronze West Germany 2 1 India won 2-1
Munich1972 |- Netherlands 2 1 India won 2-1
Bronze
IMoscow 1980 | Gold ||Spain 4 13 Indiawon 4-3 |
'ngzkly)o 2020 (held gronze Germany 5 4 India won 54
Paris 2024 gronze Spain 2 1 India won 2-1

The Olympic final scores from 1928 through 1980 are also recorded by the FIH.

Important Exception — Los Angeles 1932
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There was no separate final in 1932 because only three teams—India, Japan and the
United States—participated, and the competition followed a round-robin format. India
defeated Japan 11-1 and the United States 24-1, finishing first and winning Gold.
Therefore, describing the 24—-1 USA match as the “final” would be technically incorrect.

Quick UPSC/PCS Facts

o Total Olympic medals: 13 =8 Gold + 1 Silver + 4 Bronze.

e First Olympic Gold: Amsterdam 1928, defeating Netherlands 3-0.

e Six consecutive Gold medals: 1928, 1932, 1936, 1948, 1952 and 1956.

o Biggest victory in an Olympic gold-medal final: India 8-1 Germany, Berlin 1936.

e Only Olympic Silver: Rome 1960, losing 0-1 to Pakistan.

e Last Olympic Gold: Moscow 1980, defeating Spain 4-3.

e 41-year Olympic medal drought ended: Tokyo 2020, with India defeating Germany
5-4 for Bronze.

e Back-to-back modern Olympic medals: Tokyo 2020 Bronze + Paris 2024 Bronze.

e Paris 2024: India defeated Spain 2—-1 in the bronze-medal match.

Tata Trusts accepts resignation
of Chandrasekaran, initiates
process to find successor

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

The Sir Dorabji Tata Trust,
which controls 27.9% hold-
ings in Tata Sons, has ac-
cepted the resignation of
Tata Sons Chairman N.
Chandrasekaran and in-
itiated the process to
search for his successor.

“On 12th August 2026,
our nominee directors re-
ceived an email from Mr. N.
Chandrasekaran, Chair-
man, Tata Sons Private Li-
mited, wherein he con-
veyed his decision to not
offer himself for re-ap-
pointment as Chairman
upon the expiry of his cur-
rent tenure on 20th Febru-
ary 2027,” Tata Trusts said
in a statement.

“The Sir Dorabji Tata
Trust (SDTT) respects Mr.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

N. Chandrasekaran PTi

Chandrasekaran’s decision
not to offer himself for re-
appointment. We place on
record our deepest appre-
ciation for his contribution
and stewardship of Tata
Sons and the Tata Group
over the past decade,” it
said.

“We thank him for his
immense contribution dur-

ing a period of significant
change, growth and trans-
formation across the
Group,” the statement

‘The Trustees of the Sir
Dorabji Tata Trust have
passed a resolution to in-
itiate the setting up of a Se-
lection Committee as soon
as possible in accordance
with the Articles of Asso-
ciation of Tata Sons, for the
purpose of recommending
a person for appointment
as the new Chairman of the
Board of Directors,” the
statement said.

“We extend our full sup-
port to Tata Sons in ensur-
ing a smooth, timely and
orderly transition of lea-
dership, consistent with
the values and long-term
interests of Tata Sons and
the Tata group,” it added.
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14A8. Tata Trusts accepts resignation of Chandrasekaran, initiates process to
find successor

TIET TFEH A TGAEIA T SEAIST TR forar, STIfATl @rsrar S aishar o«

PSG downs Villa,
retains Super Cup

The Sir Dorabji Tata Trust, which controls 27.9% holdings in Tata Sons, has accepted the
resignation of Tata Sons Chairman N. Chandrasekaran and initiated the process to search
for his successor.

TET TH H 27.9% REAGHY @ aTel WX GRIFS STET T o TIET HH & YA Uel. AGAWIT T
SETHT TR Y ForT & 3R 3eTeh AT A cTetrer i ufshar & a3 & g

“On 12th August 2026, our nominee directors received an email from Mr. N.
Chandrasekaran, Chairman, Tata Sons Private Limited, wherein he conveyed his decision
to not offer himself for re-appointment as Chairman upon the expiry of his current tenure on
20th February 2027,” Tata Trusts said in a statement.

TTCT TTCH o Teh ST 3 T, “12 IIET 2026 Y AR ATHAT TG 2TehT i ETeT HH yigde fafaes
& AT 4t U, TR T Th Sl A1 3T, A Iogiel 20 HIadr 2027 T 39eAT TTATT
IRl HATC gl & S AITHA & T & Yelfoigierel & ToIT TaZ ohl Tcdl o et o 37e

o & 37991 AT|”

14A8. PSG downs Villa, retains Super Cup
dresl & e ST g R F9 @dT TR @i

e Champions League winner Paris Saint-Germain
rubber-stamped its status as Europe’s top team as it defeated
Aston Villa 2-1 in the UEFA Super Cup here on Wednesday.

o AR ofter RStar IR Fe-srefa 7 gerar 1 78T gEvee
YR FY 7 vrea e Y 2-1 F g U9 &1 MY A o6 s 7
3791 e TR FeX e |

Special triumph: The PSG players celebrate with the trophy. AFp

Agence France-Presse

Wednesday. Khvicha Kva-

M ratskhelia (20th minute)
and Desire Doue (61st) net-

Champions League winner
Paris Saint-Germain rub-
ber-stamped its status as
Europe’s top team as it de-
feated Aston Villa 2-1 in the
UEFA Super Cup here on

ted either side of a debut
goal for Villa teenager
Brian Madjo (45th) as PSG
defended the title it first
won 12 months ago against
Tottenham Hotspur.
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Akali Dal chief attacked at gurdwara in Maharashtra
HERTSE A Toean H HTell Gl THE W gHaT
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AKkali Dal chief attacked at
gurdwara in Maharashtra

Badal suffered ‘minor’ hand injury in the kirpan attack by a member of the Nihang order; say

police; the inspector who saved the SAD chief also sustained injuries; CM Fadnavis orders probe

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI/CHANDIGARH

ormer Punjab Depu-
F ty Chief Minister

and Shiromani Akali
Dal president Sukhbir
Singh Badal suffered inju-
ries to his hand after being
attacked by a man during a
visit to a gurdwara in Nand-
ed district of Maharashtra
on Thursday.

The police said the per-
son, said to be a member
of the Nihang order, a Sikh
martial sect, attacked Mr.
Badal with a kirpan (tradi-
tional dagger) at the Mata
Sahib Gurdwara. Mr. Badal
is on a two-day visit to
Nanded district.

Nanded Superintendent
of Police Abinash Kumar
dismissed claims that two
people were involved in
the attack. “Only one ac-
cused [is involved], a Ni-

Sukhblr Slngh Badal bemg takentoa hospltal after he was attacked
inside a gurdwara in Nanded on Thursday. ANI VIDEO GRAB

ry on the hand. He is stable
and out of danger.” He ad-
ded that the Inspector who
saved the SAD chief also
sustained injuries. Mr. Ba-
dal’s wife, Lok Sabha mem-
ber Harsimrat Kaur Badal,
was also present at the
time of the incident. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in-
quired about Mr. Badal’s
health in a phone conver-

rashtra Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis ordered a
probe into the attack.

CBI probe sought

The Akali Dal termed the
attack on Mr. Badal a direct
attack on Punjab politics
and the Sikh community.
Senior party leader Bikram
Singh Majithia said: “This
was the second murderous

ment must immediately
hand over the investigation
into both the Punjab and
Maharashtra incidents to
the CBL”

Other major political
parties in Punjab, includ-
ing the Congress and the
BJP, also condemned the
attack.

“The violent attack on
Mr. Badal deserves the
strongest condemnation.
There can be no justifica-
tion for violence in a de-
mocracy. Places of faith
must remain sanctuaries of
peace, harmony and secur-
ity, irrespective of political
differences,” said the Con-
gress’s Partap Singh Bajwa,
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Punjab
Assembly.

In 2024, Mr. Badal had
escaped an assassination
bid after a former militant
and pro-Khalistan sym-

hang sevadar [volunteer], sation with his wife. attack on Mr. Badal. The pathiser opened fire at him
who worked at the gurdwa- According to sources, first took place at Sri Har-  outside the Golden Temple
ra,” he said. the accused, identified as mandir Sahib on Decem- in Amritsar, where he was

Nanded Collector Rahul  Jaspal Singh, hasbeen ase-  ber 4, 2024, and the se- performing penance for

Kardile said, “He [Mr. Ba-
dal] suffered a minor inju-

vadar at the gurdwara for
the past two years. Maha-

cond at Nanded Sahib
today. The Central govern-

his “mistakes”. Mr. Badal
escaped unhurt.

14A8. Akali Dal chief attacked at gurdwara in Maharashtra
HERTSE A THan H IHTell Gl THE T gHaT

Nihang Order

The Nihang Order, or Nihang Singhs, refers to a
distinctive traditional Sikh warrior order known for
its martial traditions, distinctive blue attire, weapons,
and strong association with the Khalsa.

Nihangs

The word Nihang is generally associated with a

warrior who is fearless, unattached and ready to

defend the faith and the oppressed.

Nihangs are readily recognised by their blue robes,
tall blue turbans (dumalla), steel quoits (chakrams)

and traditional weapons.
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e They are particularly associated with the preservation of the martial traditions of the
Khalsa.

Historical Background

e The Nihang tradition is closely connected with the militarisation of the Sikh
community and the emergence of the Khalsa under Guru Gobind Singh in 1699.

e Their precise institutional origins are described somewhat differently across Sikh
traditions and historical accounts. Nihang traditions commonly trace themselves to the
period of Guru Gobind Singh, with some traditions specifically associating their

distinctive warrior identity with Baba Fateh Singh, the Guru's youngest son.
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Are traditional parties unable to understand the grammar of Gen Z politics?

FIT IRUNF TSAAaR gof Gen Z FY TTa1fa Y 19T FY THSAA F 3r7AS &7

Are traditional parties unable to understand the grammar of Gen Z politics?

| PARLEY I
xys aﬁerlndm 's youth-led protests.
the resignation of the Union

Mlllumr of Education, Members of

Parliament found themselves
speaking in the language of the protesters. For
instance, Shiv Sena's Shrikant Shinde accused

Gen Z knows that Instagram is not going to
change their fortune, bur it is a mode for
them to articulate their concerns. The CIPin
that way became that forum in which
everyone came together. It was something
more than issue-based. It was a

inexplicably different. The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) started off with a clean slate. They
said, in Kangana Ranaut's words, that Modi gave
them a new independence. And so they were in
anew nation. And this new India's language was
not secularism, it was hatred.

Millennials like us were taught about
secularism, liberty, fraternity, brotherhood, and
universality. There was also a moral pressure on

at the Opposition of being “MIA” (missing in _ us 10 act in such a way. But when this so-called
the CPIOML) and  action) and feeling “FOMO” (the fear of missing generation-based amiculation new India came around, the rules of the game
the Al ndia our). However, Gen Z were In the limelight far N.SATBALAJ were different. The language was hate, the
Studenty’ before the protests caught steam. Tamil Nadu's promaotion of a particular religion, and a
f:f“ﬂ"‘“”" freshly elected Chief Minister, C. Joseph Vijay of particular style of religion as well. So everything

Kunal
Purohit

Journalist and

the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK), owes his
victory, in part, to the Gen Z voters of the State.
‘The debutante party involved its young
follawing in electaral politics, ané viral
Instagram reelat a time. In respanse to this, the
then-incumbent Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) co-opted Gen Z slang as well, to no avail.
Are traditional parties unable to um.lem:nd the
grammar of Gen Z polities? N, Sal and
Rinal Purohi discis the-question i 4
conversation moderated by Nitika Francis.

CIP supporters during a protest demanding the resignation of Union
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, in Murnbai, on July 19, REUTERS

the language that the political parties are
speaking. That is the reason they took it upon
themselves t tell everyone that they don't need
anyone else. The Cockroach Janta Party (CIF)
became an umbrella which included everyone

moment of protest without actually trying to
change anything, then I think it would be a loss.

So I think this moment represents a lot more.
And [ would say the CJP" would be mistaken if it
thinks that the moment only represents the
need for a new political establishment. I think
this moment calls for a new political language
for this country.

‘What is it about the structure of traditional
parties that make Gen Z distrustful of them?

we say is right, everything you say is wrong. And
even if you have to laugh, you have io laugh at
our jokes, and not at ihe jokes that you want o
laughaat.

These protests invoked the ideas of older
leaders such as M.K. Gandhi and Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, whose principles became the central
organ which tied everything together. And this is
avery beautiful thing for a generation, because
they are starting from a clean slate. They don’t
Know what earlier generations said about
Ambedkar. They don't know what early

. Do you think traditional parties are who had small grievances about jobs, education, | KPs In the Lst 13 years, especially undet the generations said about Bhagat Singh. Gen Z are

o s sueceeding in connecting with GenZ? safety, and questions for the And we ended up setting their own new terms for the culture.

of tdutva within that umbrella, student organisations like | lot of things which i ot v mch precedent

Popstars’ Kunal Purohit: | think it's very clear now that AISA, and the other lefi organisations also fit in. in our country. We normalised a Prime Minister ty ingh's (RSS)
all traditional political structures have, in some delivering rt of electoral il temples, focusing on

form or the other, failed in conversing with the
young. We've seen a lot of speaking at the
Yyoung, a lot of telling them what they should be
(hmklng what they should be believing in,
where their problems lie, and where their
solutions lie but not enough of speaking with
them and understanding from them what they
really feel. So the protests are really a sign of
that gaping hole in our political discourse. What
you saw in Delhi, what you saw in so many cities
and towns of India across the last few weeks, is
an explosion due to the absolute lack of
conversation. It's an explosion of the resentment
that builds when you shut a room full of people
up and tell them that they have no say in what is
going to happen to their futures.

N. Sai Balaji: Generally it’s expected that when
everything else fails, at least people have
palitical parties as representatives that speak
about their concerns. I think largely when we
Iook at it, political parties have rurned into a
reflection of the ideas of the State and their
extended organs. Therefore, political parties are
unable io understand Gen 2. They are saying,
“we feel suffocated, we feel that the jobs that we
are in are not dignified, we don't feel secure in
‘where we are.” Also, this is the generation that
has the maximum education compared to any
other generation, with lesser opportunities of
employment. These issues are not reflected in

Do you think the CJP movement will coalesce
into an actual political party?

NSB: Gen Z knows that Instagram is not going to
change their fortune, but it is a mode for them

o articulate their concerns. The CJP in that way
became that forum or that broad umbrella in
which everyone who had the same concerns
‘came together. It was something more than
issue-based. It was a generation-hased
articulation. So they saw it as a forum, not asa
political party or a political ideology.

KP: The CJP has essentially become the
lightning rod of sorts for so many people who
have their own grievances, largely about the
political system, but also their own lives. But the
moment stood important, not because the CJP'
was leading it, but because people suddenly felt
that all of the concerns that they have need to be
heard. So, what this moment represents really is
a chance for an organisation like the CJP to
actually create a new political discourse in the
country. Can we reimagine the way our
democracy functions? Can we reimagine the
social contract between power and between
people? In my view, the CJI* has its task cut out,
which is to actually create a more vibrant
democracy from this moment. If it emerges as a
political force, I think people would welcome it.
But if the CIP decides to capitalise on this

campaigns. We normalised the constant
one-sided way of communication of the Prime.
Minister and the lack of accountability. But here
came a generation which saw that it did not
need to be normalised. We shouldn’t normalise
fear; we shouldn't normalise not speaking up.
We shouldn't normalise this lack of conversation
and just sit back and let the government do
whatever it wants to do, no matter what the
issue is, be it jobs, Internet shurdowns, hate
speech etc.

1 think this generation decided that it's time
that changes. [ think it can be attributed o the
fact that they didn't know the rules of the game.
People who've seen this government, have seen
it act with impunity against critics, journalists,
activists, and political leaders. And we have sort
of learnt the rules of the game and started to
play by them. But | think Gen Z didn't know
these rules. They've only been seeing a life
under under this Prime Minister, and they
started making fun of him, saying why is he
dressing up, why is he laughing in a weird way
when he goes to foreign trips, and so on. So they
started seeing the humour in a lot of what we
had normalised, and | think that is the language
that the government doesn't have, to be able 1o
speak to them abour.

NSB: For this generation, the idea of culture that
existed before Modi and after Modi, is

religion, and ‘sanskar’ inherently unfries
10 GenZ or can they also be co-opted into this
ideology?

KP: I think it’s too early to write the RSS and the
Hindu right-wing off when it comes to its appeal
among the young. There is a lot of poison that
has been fed to them over many years. That
poison isn't going to go away overnight just
because we've had this protest. Till a few
maonths ago, we were all discussing the
emergence of what they call “bhajan dubbing”,
which was essentially a tactic by the Hindu right,
ta be able 10 appeal to the very young. We've
seen enough and more young people falling
prey to pop propaganda through movies like
Dhurandar.

‘The BJP has in its campaign a bouquet of
roses of different colours. It goes to the voter
and says, pick whatever you like. You like
Hindutva, you pick that out. You like muscular
nationalism, you pick that out. You like
infrastructure development, you pick that out.
So, it gives different options to different groups.

o

To listen to the full interview

Scan the code or go to the link
s thehiny com

14A8. Are traditional parties unable to understand the grammar of Gen Z

politics?

FIT IRURF TSAAaw gof Gen Z Y AT Y 9T Y THSA F 3r7qAT 72

o Days after India’s youth-led protests forced the resignation of the Union Minister of Education,

Members of Parliament found themselves speaking in the language of the protesters.
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R # FaT3ft & Aced H g TR TgieAt o PROT A T 7AY & TS & $3 ot 1,
A T T IGATHINGT I T 3 Serd gU 1w are|

For instance, Shiv Sena’s Shrikant Shinde accused the Opposition of being “MIA” (missing in
action) and feeling “FOMO?” (the fear of missing out).

3¢TER0T & forw, RIgwar & sieia RIT A fAgeT 9 “MIA” (missing in action — FIETE & I4«)
gt 3R “FOMO” (fear of missing out — Y a8 § TF T FT $7) HGHH A T IR

EANRN

The Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) became an umbrella which included everyone who had
small grievances about jobs, education, safety, and questions for the government.

Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) Ueh U8 SATq% H o &9 H HIHA TS ToraeT UsTaTk, A&, Feam
3R TIHR A S OIC-BIC FHeal hl A TRIHTI Tt dret Foft witer 2faer g) are|

And within that umbrella, student organisations like AISA, and the other left organisations also
fit in.
3R 50 caTUs AT & AT AISA S BT HIed dUT 3 JATAT HaraeT oY TR & 17|

Do you think the CJP movement will coalesce into an actual political party?

FIT 3TYh) 91T & foF CIP TSl Uk I TsTelidd gl & &F 7 IS g SITTI?

NSB: Gen Z knows that Instagram is not going to change their fortune, but it is a mode for
them to articulate their concerns.

NSB: Gen Z SITeTdT & o Instagram 38 H1TH &Y Seelel dTell 5161 &, olfche] Tg 3Hb folT 39T
TRIATT Y STFT FIT BT Uh ATLAH £ |

It was something more than issue-based.

g shalel HEGT-ITUTR 3felell & el 3Tt o]

It was a generation-based articulation.

g fidr-ameniya srfdeafaa o

So they saw it as a forum, not as a political party or a political ideology.

5afaT 38l 3 T AT & §T H @, o o TR TST=Nfas gof AT AT ATIRYRT & &7 |

KP: The CJP has essentially become the lightning rod of sorts for so many people who have
their own grievances, largely about the political system, but also their own lives.

KP: CIP HeId: XA S§l & o9t o Forw Ueh TohiR b dher-faig 1T 91T €, TSterehy 31t Rishraret €,
LTI STl SHTEYT T ey, AfeheT TTY 8T 3791 Saef Y R 81T

But the moment stood important, not because the CJP was leading it, but because people
suddenly felt that all of the concerns that they have need to be heard.

AIfeheT Ig &T0T SHTAT HecaquT AT o CIP SHHT wicjcd T TeT AT, VAT =781 AT, dfesh safav fh
ST Y 3reiTeTeh FEHH GHT fob Setchr wofy It 1 FoAm ST 3T B

So, what this moment represents really is a chance for an organisation like the CJP to
actually create a new political discourse in the country.

AT, g &70T AFAd H CIP S TS & [T &2T 7 Ueh o1 AT Ifaeh faaet daR it &1
A T FAT B
| think this moment calls for a new political language for this country.

HI 1T & o6 Ig 8707 58 & & T wah 71§ Trateiforan $1T9T Y H{97 T 81

What is it about the structure of traditional parties that make Gen Z distrustful
of them?

IRIRF Trifas Sl hr =T & TH F41 919 &, S FROT Gen Z 37 X fdeaw
w72
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We normalised a Prime Minister delivering hate speeches as part of electoral campaigns.
GHe Ueh TEITeaTat G@RT Iardt RIS & RER & T 7 gIede #1907 &t ol AHAT AT forT|

We normalised the constant one-sided way of communication of the Prime Minister and the
lack of accountability.

EH TUTAHT o AINAR ThdIBT HATG & diieh 3R STaTacel & G I AHT AT forT|
But here came a generation which saw that it did not need to be normalised.

AAfeheT 3T o Teh VT fIET AT 313, TG ST ok 37 ISl ol WA AT Y ATGTHdT
CEE]!

We shouldn’t normalise fear; we shouldn’t normalise not speaking up.
&H 9T &) WIHT Ag! ATAAT AMET; §H 39T ST o gl ol 3 JTHT FET ATTAT ARV

We shouldn’t normalise this lack of conversation and just sit back and let the government do
whatever it wants to do, no matter what the issue is, be it jobs, Internet shutdowns, hate
speech, etc.

B HaTG & $H 3T Tl WAL 61 AT TSV HR FIUT SShT THR I g T e bl
QERIC K

People who’ve seen this government, have seen it act with impunity against critics,
journalists, activists, and political leaders.

ToTeT 91T & SH TP 1 ST &, Seelel S8 AT, THhR), FrRiwA3T 3T Torfas Sanst &
farvey geafa Y sirae & FRETE FId gU LT L
They’ve only been seeing a life under this Prime Minister, and they started making fun of him,

saying why is he dressing up, why is he laughing in a weird way when he goes to foreign
trips, and so on.

3giot Shaol 3 TUTAHAT & AT & QNI FT Sae SET ¢ 3R 3ogiel 3eTehT AT IFTAT AR
&+ fea, %ﬁﬁg@%awmaﬂww’faﬁﬁ faeer A3t W A & R 39 3ol daleh
T Fgad g, 3nfel

So they started seeing the humour in a lot of what we had normalised, and | think that is the
language that the government doesn’t have, to be able to speak to them about.

ST Segiet 37 SET-T <l &1 g a@aT & Y feram, oo g9 WA AT forar o1, 3R
PRI AT & Tor TET ag 19T &, ToTe THR & U1 3AY HaTE el hl &THAT sTeT

NSB: For this generation, the idea of culture that existed before Modi and after Modi, is
inexplicably different.

NSB: %%%ﬁwm#mmmﬁ%mm@ﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁmmﬁa@
3T AR B

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) started off with a clean slate.

HRAT ST 9Tt (BIP) o Ueh 7% Q3T & T AT TITT & T

They said, in Kangana Ranaut’s words, that Modi gave them a new independence.

3egiel, ATl LAl & real A, FeT o AT o 3¢ 7§ FaAAAT AT

And so they were in a new nation.

3R 5T YR, F T AT ISE F A |

And this new India’s language was not secularism, it was hatred.

3R 38 AT AR Y 7T erAfARYaTaT 78T, afew gom o

Millennials like us were taught about secularism, liberty, fraternity, brotherhood, and
universality.

ge o1 PAfaraew I yAfaRAaTaT, Tad=an, dec, sEan 3R AT & IR # gern g
1|

There was also a moral pressure on us to act in such a way.

&H 9T 3T YR 3TROT 1 & ToT Afare gama of am)
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But when this so-called new India came around, the rules of the game were different.
cifthet ST9 I8 TUTH AT 79T HRA TTH 3T, A @l & et 3rear |

The language was hate, the promotion of a particular religion, and a particular style of religion
as well.

HTST GOTT, Teh fAQAT €37 & TR 3R 4 & Ueh [4T Ta&9 1 Serar &1 & T
So everything we say is right, everything you say is wrong.
SATAT g7 St F& Fed ¢, 96 Tel © AN T S F& Fgd ¢, Ig TAd o

And even if you have to laugh, you have to laugh at our jokes, and not at the jokes that you
want to laugh at.

3R fe 3roent g8 o &, AT 3TIehRT gAR TeFall I EHT 81, o foh 3o7 Yeahell W o9l R 319
- .

These protests invoked the ideas of older leaders such as M.K. Gandhi and Dr. B.R.

Ambedkar, whose principles became the central organ which tied everything together.

gt s weeiett & war &, arieft 3 S, .3 SrAsHR S QU A3 o faaRy @ sreare faar
T, Toteteh TRt 9 g 3MUR 9 1Y, [ §6 $o T 91y Sils 8T

And this is a very beautiful thing for a generation, because they are starting from a clean
slate.

ﬁ?ﬁ@%%ﬁtﬂg@ﬁgﬁgﬂﬂﬁ% Fifeh & Ueh 71§ YEHTT HIIL & |
They don’t know what earlier generations said about Ambedkar.

3 8T ST o agell DA o 3asHT & IR & 41 FeT U7

They don’t know what early generations said about Bhagat Singh.

q T8l ST [ ugelr NfeAT & st RE & IR F 41 Fg1 A7

Gen Z are setting their own new terms for the culture.

Gen Z W¥HTa & forw 3raeft 7% arct 3R AT Taa feifa s @ e

Is the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh’s (RSS) agenda of building temples, focusing
on religion, and ‘sanskar’ inherently unfriendly to Gen Z or can they also be co-opted
into this ideology?

T TSET TGAATH T (RSS) FT ART AT, er3f 9 €a1e1 FRed F3at 31 @EFR W aer &t
&1 TS Fanfa® & § Gen Z & gfaswer 7, a1 3+¢ of 50 Faamumy & enfayer feam s wawan

)

Till a few months ago, we were all discussing the emergence of what they call “bhajan
clubbing”, which was essentially a tactic by the Hindu right, to be able to appeal to the very
young.

FO Hll Tgel e 67 Fef 3 Tl & 33 I Tl Y ¢ &, TSI “sater FaIfaar st STl €,
St FereT: g afavorder it vk O ofY, ik SgT a1 397 & Farsit r e forar o aih |

We've seen enough and more young people falling prey to pop propaganda through movies
like Dhurandhar.

sﬂ?rDhurandharéﬁﬁmﬁ%mmﬁﬁﬁwﬁan%m%%w@ﬁ@a@-ﬁ
JaT3t & S B
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14A8 | The constitutional limits on arrest
wrar fr wdenfas Han

Seven-judge Bench to hear
case concerning legislative
privileges from October 6

Several petitions in the Supreme Court have raised substantial questions of law as to whether

legislative privileges can override the fundamental right to freedom of speech and expression

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Thas said a seven-
judge Constitution

Bench would commence
hearing from October 6 a
series of long-pending peti-
tions questioning whether
legislative privileges can
override citizens’ funda-
mental right to freedom of
speech and expression.

A three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant passed
the order in a case dating
back to April 2003. The
Hindu had published an
editorial criticising then
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa. The Tamil Na-
du Assembly Speaker at
the time had passed a reso-
lution in the House accus-
ing the daily of having “dis-
torted the proceedings of
the Assembly, commented
contrary to the events in
the Assembly”.

The resolution said the
comments made in the ed-
itorial “amount to breach
of privilege of the entire
House” under Article 194
of the Constitution, which
guarantees freedom of
speech and immunities to

Afive-judge Bench had referred the case to a seven-judge Bench for
an authoritative settlement of the law. PTi

Members of Legislative As-
semblies. The Tamil Nadu
Assembly had passed a re-
solution to arrest five se-
nior journalists of The Hin-
du. Shortly after the
resolution, the police
sought to arrest the jour-
nalists. However, the jour-
nalists, including N. Ravi,
the then Editor of The Hin-
du, approached the top
court and won a stay on
any coercive action against
them.

When the case came up
for hearing, senior advo-
cate Harish Salve, appear-
ing for the newspaper, ar-
gued against the
invocation of Article 194(3)
to choke Press freedom en-
shrined under Article 19(1)
(a) of the Constitution. The

top court also examined
the larger legal issue
whether a critical speech
or publication would con-
stitute a breach of legisla-
tive privilege.

Legal tussle

However, a Division Bench
of Justices Y.K. Sabharwal
and B.N. Krishna had, on
December 8, 2003, re-
ferred the tussle between
legislative privilege and
free speech to a five-judge
Constitution Bench.

The Bench had noted
that the petitions and inter-
vening applications, by
journalists and the Press
Council of India, raised
“substantial questions of
law as to the interpretation
of Articles 194(3), 19 and

the interplay between
these two Articles and Arti-
cle 21 of the Constitution”.

On December 8, 2004,
the five-judge Bench heard
Mr. Salve’s submission that
the top court had given
contradictory opinionsin a
1959 judgment in Pandit
M.S.M. Sharma versus Shri
Krishna Sharma and a Pre-
sidential Reference of 1964
about the interplay bet-
ween free speech and the
scope  of legislative
privileges.

The five-judge Bench
had further referred the
case to a seven-judge
Bench for an authoritative
settlement of the law.

On October 12, 2023, the
Union government was im-
pleaded as a party by a se-
ven-judge Bench, headed
by then Chief Justice of In-
dia DY. Chandrachud, in
which the current CJI, Jus-
tice Kant, was a member.
The Attorney General of In-
dia was requested to assist
the top court in the case.

The petitions came up
again on February 2, 2024
to hear a procedural appli-
cation for change of advo-
cate-on-record. The case
then came up before CJI
Kant, on August 12, 2026.

14A8. Seven-
judge Bench to
hear case
concerning
legislative
privileges from
October 6

e
ICRENBEInIR: )
wafd AT Y
gAdTS 6 HFgaR &
ard-=grareiay
e Hah

e The Supreme
Court has said a
seven-judge
Constitution Bench
would commence
hearing from October
6 a series of long-
pending petitions
questioning whether
legislative privileges
can override citizens’
fundamental right to
freedom of speech
and expression.

Hafa #aaTery o
gl & o a1a-
Fararefien Y giaemr
03 6 JrFea A oldl
AT | dfad
T3 & Teh THE

T GAATs YE HT, FHeTe 75 et 3oma ara ¢ 5 a7 faremdt Rredhwiftre R ATt & ar ik
FffcafFa i Tadaar & AT 3RFER F T H a2

e The Tamil Nadu Assembly Speaker at the time had passed a resolution in the House
accusing the daily of having “distorted the proceedings of the Assembly, commented contrary
to the events in the Assembly”.

3 FHY ATRATZ FAUTATeT & IegeT o Feel H Teh YEdid aIRd foham 2, e S Famar
T R “faereras i FriaT A g F AR e 7 g§ geesit & e ool ww
T 3TRIY oaTTT 9127 AT
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The resolution said the comments made in the editorial “amount to breach of privilege of the
entire House” under Article 194 of the Constitution, which guarantees freedom of speech and
immunities to Members of Legislative Assemblies.

SECTE F T AT AT 3 Faeehiar # 1 18 feeaforat afaene & rfede 194 & ded " WeaA &
frIwfasR & sedua & FA 87, S fAUTeassii & Geedl @l & Tacdr AR SeiFaar
ECEERCIN

The Tamil Nadu Assembly had passed a resolution to arrest five senior journalists of The
Hindu.

dffrerTg fatrm=ae 1 & fig & dia afitss TaaRT I FIRFAR F3a & fav e gedra aikd
a1

Shortly after the resolution, the police sought to arrest the journalists.

T o Tl STe; Iierd o IR sl IR it T 91 foma|

However, the journalists, including N. Ravi, the then Editor of The Hindu, approached the top
court and won a stay on any coercive action against them.

gleileh, cTeehlellel & fig & HuTeeh Uet. I Afgel TRl o Falfee ~arTer 1 3 foham 3R 3rde
fareer fordlt ot G3Tewar a1 Tarqde FNETS 9T FYITT 1o Y forT|

When the case came up for hearing, senior advocate Harish Salve, appearing for the
newspaper, argued against the invocation of Article 194(3) to choke Press freedom
enshrined under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution.

aanm@r@rgﬂaﬁgé, O HATIR 97 FI 3R A 921 aRsa rfeaerdr gder ared o dfaur &
T 19(1)(a) H AT U Y FaATAT I oo o [T IHeTedg 194(3) T HERT foT ST 1
ICRBRET

The top court also examined the larger legal issue whether a critical speech or publication
would constitute a breach of legislative privilege.

Halfe FARATeIT o $8 SATTeh Sieleil TaT i 81 Siler b foh T ATellaaATcs s STYOT AT YR
fumf fRretifsR #1 3w AT STee|

Legal tussle

FeTeAr Wy

The Bench had noted that the petitions and intervening applications, by journalists and the
Press Council of India, raised “substantial questions of law as to the interpretation of Articles
194(3), 19 and the interplay between these two Articles and Article 21 of the Constitution”.

1S o1 gl AT foh T9hRT R HRAT 97 IREE SanrT G AITAHTHT TAUT §Fd&TT Iacer 7
“HeTode 194(3), 19 Y ATEAT TUT &1 gl Iefedal AR AT & Iefede 21 & i ey
& A F hlole] o HgedquT J=1" 36TT 7T g |

On December 8, 2004, the five-judge Bench heard Mr. Salve’s submission that the top court
had given contradictory opinions in a 1959 judgment in Pandit M.S.M. Sharma versus Shri

Krishna Sharma and a Presidential Reference of 1964 about the interplay between free
speech and the scope of legislative privileges.

8 TR 2004 1 Ira-=IrATEeit T dis = A Aed hT 38 gellel T FoAdTs T foh Fafea =ararory
o 1959 & GfSd UH.TH.TH. AT qa1rat A Fur AT hwwel 3R 1964 & Wegufer wast 7 rfFeafaa
$r Tadadr aur FUrh IRAWRERT & grRR & ST adeer & gaer J qReaR 3 =y & o

The five-judge Bench had further referred the case to a seven-judge Bench for an
authoritative settlement of the law.

Ie-ITATERIT 1 fs o hiefet hr Ao 3 foiires sarear & fov e &1 3 |-
Fararefte Y fo & arg F fear o)
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Monsoon
Session sees
multiple lows
in Parliament
productivity

SO!!aIla K. Nair

NEW DELHI

The Monsoon Session of
Parliament that concluded
on Thursday saw multiple
lows in terms of productiv-
ity. Twelve Bills were
passed, with detailed de-
bate taking place on only
one — the Public Examina-
tion (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Amendment Bill,
2026, also known as the
anti-paper leak legislation.
Only two questions
were answered orally in
the Lok Sabha and 16 in the
Rajya Sabha during the en-
tire session. However, the
Opposition managed to
maintain a united front,
pushing back strongly
against several Bills, in-
cluding the Foreign Contri-
bution (Regulation)
Amendment Bill (FCRA),
2026, which was referred
to a Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC).

Blame game

Each side blamed the other
for the low productivity in
the session which began
with students marching
down to the Parliament on
July 20, the first day of the
session.

While the Lok Sabha re-
corded 19% business, it
was 39% in the Rajya Sab-
ha. According to data com-
piled by PRS Legislative Re-
search, this has been one
of the lowest productivity
rates for the Lok Sabha in
22 years, with only two
Parliament sessions since
2004 recording lower pro-
ductivity. PRS Legislative
Research’s analysis further
highlighted that nine Bills
were passed in the Lok
Sabha without any MP
(other than the Minister)
speaking on them.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla skipped his conclud-
ing address, while Rajya
Sabha Chairman C.P. Rad-
hakrishnan expressed
“deep concern” over dis-
ruptions that “derailed”
the business of the Upper
House during the session.

The Congress, the Tri-
namool Congress, and the
Samajwadi Party boycot-
ted the customary tea par-
ty hosted by Mr. Birla after
the House was adjourned
sine die.
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14A8. Monsoon Session sees multiple lows in Parliament

productivity

UG F AAY 9 & 14 ScUGHAT & F3 fAra T d@a 1 e

e While the Lok Sabha recorded 19% business, it was 39% in the Rajya

Sabha.

T8I AR EsT 7 19% HT of FohaT a1, TET AT H Ig 39% &
e According to data compiled by PRS Legislative Research, this has been

one of the lowest productivity rates for the Lok Sabha in 22 years, with only two
Parliament sessions since 2004 recording lower productivity.

PRS Legislative Research aﬁmmﬁmaﬁw g 22 st 7 ANHFHT Y
HIH FH IAIGHAT SN & & TF T &, THTH 2004 F 91 Faol o HhE T 7 509 H

ScTEahdT Gof ol 318 21|

e PRS Legislative Research’s analysis further highlighted that nine Bills were
passed in the Lok Sabha without any MP (other than the Minister) speaking on

them.

PRS Legislative Research & fa2eiyor & 3113t s7amam a1 o olieparst 7 #t daes o
R §U, et R #3 o 3reira forel o @i = &1t «Té

Tension eases at Assam-Arunachal boundary

T!e H!In!u !ure!u

GUWAHATI

Tension along the Assam-
Arunachal Pradesh boun-
dary eased on Thursday
night after Takam Mising
Porin Kebang (TMPK), the
apex student body of As-
sam’s Mising community,
suspended the “economic
blockade” of Arunachal
Pradesh. However, it gave a

48-hour ultimatum to ar-
rest four Arunachal Pra-
desh-based persons ac-
cused in the August 10
firing incident.

Blockade launched

On Wednesday, TMPK and
other groups had launched
the blockade in protest
against the firing in which
11 persons from Assam
were injured in the Ming-

mang Bodoti area of As-
sam’s Dhemaji district.
After talks with the As-
sam government and civil
society groups of Aruna-
chal Pradesh on Thursday,
the TMPK said: “Assuranc-
es were given regarding ac-
tion on the core demands
raised by TMPK. In view of
these assurances and in
consideration of the diffi-
culties being faced by the

14A8. Tension eases at Assam-Arunachal boundary
AP HIAT I TATT HA FIH

common people, TMPK
has decided to temporarily
suspend the blockade.”

Order restored

Earlier, the police restored
order by firing blank shots
following a scufile between
people from both States.
The violence was reported
from an area adjoining Li-

e Tension along the Assam-Arunachal Pradesh boundary eased on
Thursday night after Takam Mising Porin Kebang (TMPK), the apex student body of
Assam’s Mising community, suspended the “economic blockade” of Arunachal

Pradesh.

IH-ITTOTT F&}M HAT TR IFAR T TATd e 81 I, ST 1TH & ARG T &
Y ©F TIrdsT Takam Mising Porin Kebang (TMPK) & 31S0Trarel Yol &1 “3mfde
AFadr” & T fAg & i

kabali in  Arunachal
Pradesh.
O
—
[J)
a0
©
[a
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e The violence was reported from an area adjoining Likabali in Arunachal Pradesh.
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The constitutional limits on arrest

The Supreme Court has reinforced safeguards

inst arbitrary arrest. holding that an arrested

>rson must be informed of the

bunds of arrest: constitutional

LETTER & SPIRIT

C.B.P. Srivastava

he constitutionality of arrest in
India needs to be examined to
reinforce democratic values

and ensure that the authority
of the state and the liberty of the citizen
are properly balanced. Recently, the
Supreme Court, in Vihaan Kumar v. State
of Haryana (2025), held that every
arrested person must be properly and
meaningfully informed of the grounds for
his arrest. Failure to provide information
shall amount to a violation of Article 22(1)
of the Constitution and Section 50 of the
Criminal Procedure Code (Section 47 of
the BNSS, 2023).

Sometimes, communication is
conducted with the arrested person's
relatives, which appears to be a formality.
Considering this, the verdict says that
communicating the details of the arrest to
relatives or providing ambiguous records
does not satisfy the constitutional
requirements.

Therefore, the arrested person must be
directly informed of the grounds of arrest
in a manner that enables him to
understand them. This would be in line
with the Constituti i of

treatment in custody, affirming the right
to dignity under Article 21, and directed
the state to amend its procedures to
prevent future violations. Thus, this
judgment sets a strong precedent for
safeguarding personal liberty and
procedural fairness in India’s criminal
justice system.

Arrest is different from detention.
While detention is a temporary hold for
i i and the person is not

putting a check on any possible arbitrary
exercise of power.

Legal safeguards
‘The court has opined that if the initial
arrest was ituti

charged with any offence, arrest is a
formal police custody with a probable
cause of commission of an offence. Article
22 deals with both arrest and detention.
In non-cognisable offences such as simple
hurt, ion, etc., a warrant is

remand orders would also be deemed
illegal. Moreover, to fulfil the
requirements of Article 22(2) and Section
57 of the CrPC (Section 58 of the BNSS,
2023), the arrest memo must contain the
time of arrest. These constitutional and
legal provisions say that the police must
present the arrested person to a local
magistrate within 24 hours, excluding the
travel time.

The court also condemned degrading

needed for arrest, whereas in cognisable
offences such as murder, rape, etc., arrest
is without a warrant.

Court’s guidelines on arrest
In Arnesh Kumar v. State of Bihar (2014),

GETTYIMAGES

prosecution to continue based on
frivolous and false allegations would
amount to an abuse of legal process and
would also be detrimental to the concept
of natural justice, which is perhaps the
most significant form of justice enshrined
in the Constitution.

In the guidelines, the court said that
arrests should be an exception in cases
where the punishment is less than seven
years. The police must determine
whether an arrest is necessary under
Section 41 of the CrPC (Section 35 of the
BNSS). Thus, routine arrests cannot be
made merely because the power to arrest
has been given to the police. The
necessity must be justified.

It is well known that personal freedom
is a major part of the Constitution.
Unnecessary arrests hurt a person’s
reputation and would be detrimental to
personal liberty.

Ce of arrest,

the Supreme Court laid down
for arrests to prevent the misuse of
criminal laws. The law should not be used
as a tool to harass someone. Considering
this, it is obvious that allowing criminal

Article 22 protects against arrest and
detention to ensure freedom of person,
and hence has a direct link with the

concept of personal liberty under Article

14A8. The constitutional limits on arrest

21. Article 22 provides important
procedural safeguards for a person who is
arrested, including the right to be
informed and the right to consult and be
defended by his lawyer as soon as
possible, and finally the right to be
presented before the nearest magistrate
within 24 hours.

The Article also deals with the concept
of preventive detention where these
procedural safeguards do not apply. The
definition of preventive detention in India
is inspired by a British law, Regulation
14-B of the Defence of the Realm Act, 1914,
which says that all detentions that are not
punitive may be considered preventive.
The detention may continue for three
months, and if the period expires, an
Advisory Board shall permit the extension
of the period.

Thus, Article 22 protects a person from
being arrested or detained, signifying the
protection of his liberty against any
arbitrary action by the state. However, the
provision of arrest and detention
exemplifies the exercise of the state’s
authority.

Personal liberty in the Constitution is
founded in the principle of natural
justice, which is enshrined in the entire
constitutional scheme. Further, the
Golden Triangle of India’s Constitution as
explained by the Supreme Court in
Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978)
suggests that Article 21 is related to
Articles 14 and 19. Of the two, Article 14 is
an antithesis to arbitrariness and the
substantive natural justice emanates from
it, whereas Article 19(1) incorporates
procedural natural justice. Therefore, any
arbitrary exercise of the power of arrest
or detention would amount to a violation
of the Golden Triangle. This has been the
reason why the framers of the
Constitution ensured that a delicate
balance between authority and liberty is
maintained and vibrant democracy in
India is sustained.

(C.B.P. Srivastava is president, Centre for
Applied Research in Governance, Delhi)

THE GIST

v

Constitutional and legal
safeguards require the police
to record the time of arrest and
produce the arrested person
before a magistrate within 24
hours.

v

Supreme Court guidelines,
including those in Amesh
Kumar, stress that arrest
should not be routine and
must be justified by the
necessity of the case.

ARFard fr gdenfas Hiame

e The constitutionality of arrest in India needs to be examined to reinforce democratic values
and ensure that the authority of the state and the liberty of the citizen are properly balanced.

R # TR Y FeTTorshat i1 FeT ST ST 3R &, Alieh el Hedl i Joo
foham 51T @k 3R I8 FRATRE foham 511 Ak foh T hr TT T ARTRe Y T I & o 3rd
HJolel a1 T8 |

e Recently, the Supreme Court, in Vihaan Kumar v. State of Haryana (2025), held that every

arrested person must be properly and meaningfully informed of the grounds for his arrest.
&1l &1 7, ¥dfcd #9131l of Vihaan Kumar v. State of Haryana (2025) AT el H &gl foh Tcdeh

FIRTFAR safera &l saer RRFAR! & 3Rl & TR # 3fR@a 3 arde & & gRia B s
EURY

e Failure to provide information shall amount to a violation of Article 22(1) of the Constitution
and Section 50 of the Criminal Procedure Code (Section 47 of the BNSS, 2023).

SATAhRI FeTeT &t & fathord WfdemeT & srrede 22(1) 3R &3 witkar wigar i amr 50 (BNSS,
2023 Y R 47) BT Seolded Al ST

e Sometimes, communication is conducted with the arrested person’s relatives, which appears
to be a formality.

For-Fel RRFaR caferd & RedaRT it Fa=r &1 St 8, St van itoenfarar s gefid gt 81

e Considering this, the verdict says that communicating the details of the arrest to relatives or
providing ambiguous records does not satisfy the constitutional requirements.
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wtmﬁmg,mﬁm%mmﬁﬁwﬁwmmmmm
SIS AT HAtTioleh ITARAHATIN bl X7 76T LTl

Therefore, the arrested person must be directly informed of the grounds of arrest in a manner
that enables him to understand them.

gafaT, fIRTAR safFd it FAREd & IRt & ar 7 @Y 3 0 a0 & g frar s
aifge, SEH a8 3¢ THST T |

This would be in line with the Constitutional philosophy of putting a check on any possible
arbitrary exercise of power.

Ig T & et oft Fonfaa Hararme T 9% 3iFHer Fme o HaEnfaish aRie & 3eTEy g

Legal safeguards
HIeTeAT JI&TT 39U

The court has opined that if the initial arrest was unconstitutional, subsequent remand orders
would also be deemed illegal.

AT = gl & foh Ife TRAS RFarT sradenfas oY, ar 35 a1g fqu 1w RaArs ancer o
3 A S|

Moreover, to fulfil the requirements of Article 22(2) and Section 57 of the CrPC (Section 58 of
the BNSS, 2023), the arrest memo must contain the time of arrest.

g8 TR, IeTeda 22(2) 3R CrPC T &RT 57 (BNSS, 2023 T €IRT 58) &I JTA2Tehd3it &l
T &Y & T FARFaRY AT 3 FPARFarY &1 @93 gof gt afev|

These constitutional and legal provisions say that the police must present the arrested person
to a local magistrate within 24 hours, excluding the travel time.

ol FaHTaeh R Flefely Tttt & AR, GIeR Sl AT H oTe el T T DFHT FTREFAR
Siehel i 24 B F et TATNT ATIATLE & FHET TEIT Al 3T ¢

The court also condemned degrading treatment in custody, affirming the right to dignity
under Article 21, and directed the state to amend its procedures to prevent future violations.

T o R 3 AT cFagR hi off foieT 1, 3reTede 21 F ded TRAT F AfAFR H
gfSe 1 3R $1fas & gl Tt Seoitiail Sl Aehed & TAIT T Y 39T FihaT3iT 7 FRMereT kel
forder fea

Thus, this judgment sets a strong precedent for safeguarding personal liberty and
procedural fairness in India’s criminal justice system.

0 YR, Ig AT TR Fr 3R =317 womel & safFdera Tad=dar 3 yihacas fasqarar
Y & o FIT Teh HT AR T T &

Arrest is different from detention.

PRFar) iRad & e g

While detention is a temporary hold for investigation and the person is not charged with any
offence, arrest is a formal police custody with a probable cause of commission of an offence.

Stafer Rrd St & forw 1 918 3l Ak § 3R safFa o fonddl 3TRTer &1 3R 37993 §9
T €T i, TIARTFARY Tt 3ToRTer & foRT Sifet & WaTfarer IRoT & 3R oY 3ieraries gfod
HTAET B

Article 22 deals with both arrest and detention.

FHeTedg 22 FTREARY 3R Ierd, et & defara gl

In non-cognisable offences such as simple hurt, defamation, etc., a warrant is needed for
arrest, whereas in cognisable offences such as murder, rape, etc., arrest is without a warrant.

IHEAT T, S TTIRCT IIe, Al G & FTREART & AT aRke a9 gidr §, STefh
TAT IR, S §T, TellchR 37TTe; 7 FRFETRY f9aAT aRe 3 & ST Tl B
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Court’s guidelines on arrest

FRFIRY 9T e & feen-farder

In Arnesh Kumar v. State of Bihar (2014), the Supreme Court laid down guidelines for
arrests to prevent the misuse of criminal laws.

Arnesh Kumar v. State of Bihar (2014) #AH # Hafed s o T8 Hiefsl &
FEUANT Y Aehed & TAT FRFAY wareft Rya-fader refiiRa fho

The law should not be used as a tool to harass someone.
eIl T SYANT TehdET ST Sl TAST FIA F WU o & H FET TehaT STl AT

Considering this, it is obvious that allowing criminal prosecution to continue based on frivolous
and false allegations would amount to an abuse of legal process and would also be
detrimental to the concept of natural justice, which is perhaps the most significant form of
justice enshrined in the Constitution.

gﬁwmﬁr@ﬁgma?w%%ﬁimamsﬁmavaﬂwwaﬂwmmﬁ
STRY Tt T ITTATT ST HTeaAt TTHAT & GEIANT & TAT 91T 3R g Irpfore «=amr hr
ITUROT & fow ¢ gIferran Qem, St H¥aa: dfawne 7 fAfed =T &1 ged Agcaqol &9 &

In the guidelines, the court said that arrests should be an exception in cases where the
punishment is less than seven years.

feem-fAdelt & arTery & gl foh T ATHET & ST8T ol 919 a9 & FF ¢, FRFIRY 3vdieEasa
REIRCIGIEIRY

The police must determine whether an arrest is necessary under Section 41 of the CrPC
(Section 35 of the BNSS).

gfer 1 g fTeiel el =gy foh CrPC T &RT 41 (BNSS Y &R 35) & dgel [TRERT
AT g T =g

Thus, routine arrests cannot be made merely because the power to arrest has been given to
the police.

38 YR, sharel AT fAIfAd a1 it FREARY 78T 1 ST et Fiifeh o 1 Ry
YA T AT TeTeT T IS B

The necessity must be justified.

FIRFARY 1 3raedshdr i 3R sgeT Aard B

It is well known that personal freedom is a major part of the Constitution.

Ig Hafafed ¢ o safaaerd Faaaar HIene &1 Ush HAgcaqul 3T |

Unnecessary arrests hurt a person’s reputation and would be detrimental to personal liberty.

mwﬁmﬁﬁmﬁ@rqﬁwaﬁwqﬁmﬁ%aﬂ?mﬁmﬁm%ﬁv
RIGERCHIGIES

Constitutionality of arrest, detention

fFar) 3ttt e i gdenfAwar

Article 22 protects against arrest and detention to ensure freedom of person, and hence has a
direct link with the concept of personal liberty under Article 21.

TG 22 e T T FiaATerd et o forw et i fadier & Rregy w@waror o=
FAT & AR SHAT STHT AeTedg 21 & A6 SATFAN FaAAAT 1 FTUROM J Herr Fer ¢
Article 22 provides important procedural safeguards for a person who is arrested, including

the right to be informed and the right to consult and be defended by his lawyer as soon as
possible, and finally the right to be presented before the nearest magistrate within 24 hours.

31eTeise 22 FIRAR fohT 1w cafdrd o foIT Hgratot wfsharcee G 39T Jeiel T 8, e
TYTMET fIARTFARY oh HRUT hT STTAHRY FTCcT el T TR TUT 3T dehler F TR et 3R
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34 SaRT §19 fohT ST &7 HTURR ATAS §; A1 &Y 38 24 ¢ F fiax Awean afoeee &
HHET TEIA R ST 7 HfFR 38 oo 1

e The Atrticle also deals with the concept of preventive detention where these procedural
safeguards do not apply.

Ig JeTeae faaRe faier &1 sratRon & off Geftia &, Sel I TishaTcae GIaT 3URT o 9] w161 gict
J
e The definition of preventive detention in India is inspired by a British law, Regulation 14-B of

the Defence of the Realm Act, 1914, which says that all detentions that are not punitive may
be considered preventive.

AR # faRe s hr g ven e s, Bbew 3ite § Raew vae, 1914 & e
14-B, & URa B, Torea sher 1 & T & @l fordrer St Esreareh w167 8, fo¥ames A1) S dehd &1

e The detention may continue for three months, and if the period expires, an Advisory Board
shall permit the extension of the period.

R i AR o SR @ TohaT § 3R I I8 31l gared g ST 8, df U GellghR a8
3rafer & faEar r 3rgAfd S|

e Thus, Article 22 protects a person from being arrested or detained, signifying the protection of
his liberty against any arbitrary action by the state.

$H TR, ITT8E 22 ST T ARFAR 3T foreets T STiet & EET0T 9aled &Yl 8, S T Y
et sft Aol FaTE & Avay 3wy Fada=ar & HETor 1 2T Bl

e However, the provision of arrest and detention exemplifies the exercise of the state’s
authority.

gTeliten, AT 31 fARIET T UraensT TsF & FTARR & TA19T o 3 g2iar &1

e Personal liberty in the Constitution is founded in the principle of natural justice, which is
enshrined in the entire constitutional scheme.

HAUTe 7 SafFaara Faaadr 1 ATUR THfas =4 & Rgwia & Afga 8, S dqot ddwnfas
TIEAT H AT B

e Further, the Golden Triangle of India’s Constitution as explained by the Supreme Court in
Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978) suggests that Article 21 is related to Articles 14 and
19.

gaeh 3R, Faled = A Ter SaRT Hogehy ITEN FoA1A HRT e (1978) A fadTied AR
Hiqene T Fafor fHIoT (Golden Triangle) I SITdT § o 31eTeae 21 &1 Hetr Hefeda 14 3R
HTede 19 A Bl

e Ofthe two, Article 14 is an antithesis to arbitrariness and the substantive natural justice
emanates from it, whereas Article 19(1) incorporates procedural natural justice.

ol Qlail 3, 3T 14 AAAT & Ffadat & &7 H w el ¢ AR 360 TR Wpfad «ar &t
3e37d BT &, ST feh 3eTeee 19(1) # wfwareas wigpfas wamr @afed &

e Therefore, any arbitrary exercise of the power of arrest or detention would amount to a
violation of the Golden Triangle.

37 FORTFaRY a1 AR & AfFA 7 s 9 AFTHATET T4 FTfoTe BT & 3ooas & A g

e This has been the reason why the framers of the Constitution ensured that a delicate balance
between authority and liberty is maintained and vibrant democracy in India is sustained.

TEY HROT & o AiGeneT AT o g giarad o i Us3 & sftrar sk saferasra wadar
& T UF ATF Tl S0 WM ST 3R R A Siad diheda Hraa T
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Why has the UK. paused three
Chevening fellowships?

What are the three programmes, who do they serve, and what happens next?

Maitri Porecha

The story so far:

he UK. government has paused
short-term fellowships offered
for mid-career professionals

under the prestigious
Chevening programme for one year. The
(Chevening Research, Science and
Innovation Leadership Fellowship
(CRISP), the Chevening Cyber Security
Fellowship, and the Chevening South Asia
Journalism Programme (SAJP) have been
paused for the year 2027-28.

Why have the Chevening fell

High Commission spokesperson
confirmed in response to The Hindu’s
queries.

“The SAJP will pause for the 2027 cycle
due to capacity constraints at the host
university, and is expected to resume in
2028, the sources said.

“We recognise this will be
disappointing news for those who were
hoping to apply, but we hope to be able to
provide an update on future plans for the
programmes soon,” the sources added.

‘What is the nature of the fellowships?
The CRISP fellowship is a 12-week

been paused?
According to official sources, the
fellowships have been paused for varying
reasons, including capacity constraints
and cost-cutting by the U.K. government.
“We are currently reviewing and
strengthening our fellowship portfolio to
ensure it continues to deliver the greatest
impact and value for participants and
partners. As part of this process, some
programmes will pause in 2027, a British

p for scientists, researchers and
entrepreneurs hosted by the University of
Oxford. The Chevening Cyber Security
Fellowship is a 10-week programme
delivered at Cranfield University, a part of
the U.K’s Defence Academy. The SAJP is
an eight-week programme hosted by the
University of Westminster for mid-career
Jjournalists.

CRISP focuses on fellows from India
and Sri Lanka; the Cyber Security
Fellowship is offered to Indians and

citizens of the Western Balkans; the SAJP
is a one-of-a-kind programme that brings
together journalists from India, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, and
the Maldives.

‘What avenues is Chevening India
exploring to restart the fellowships?
The Chevening team is exploring industry
sponsorship for CRISP and the Cyber
Security Fellowship, and welcomes
suggestions and potential partners.

“We expect to provide an update on
the Chevening Gurukul Fellowship
(September-November 2027) cohort by
early November 2026, and are currently
exploring sponsorship opportunities for
this programme too,” sources said.

The Gurukul Fellowship, also hosted at
the University of Oxford, is a 12-week
programme targeting mid-career Indian
professionals across sectors, including
government, media, and civil society.

How much has the U.K. government
spent on the programmes?
Data tabled in the UK. Parliament show

that in financial year 2025-26, the UK.'s
Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO) allocated
£59.4 million to Chevening. A break-up of
the funding split between fellowships and
scholarships is not available in the public
domain. The Hinduw’s query to the British
High Commission on this went
unanswered.

“Through corporate partner income
and university partnerships, Chevening
receives between £6-7 million annually,
funding 22% of scholars,” the U.K.'s then
Secretary of State for the FCDO stated in a
policy paper presented in the UK.
Parliament in 2023.

‘What is the government’s purpose?
The UK. government launched the
Chevening Fellowships in 2004 as an
extension of the broader Chevening
Scholarships, which were established in
1983. For 2027-28, applications for
Chevening Scholarships, which offer a
fully funded Master’s in the UK., have
opened.

The Chevening programmes function
as an instrument of soft diplomacy for the
U.K. By selecting high-potential
international professionals to study in the
UK. on the FCDO's fully funded
programme, the U.K. government aims to
cultivate influential global networks that
advance British foreign policy interests.

“Many of Chevening’s alumni are in
positions of influence, and they form a
valuable network for furthering His
Majesty’s Government’s objectives,” a
policy paper on the programme states.

14A8. Why has the U.K. paused three Chevening fellowships?

THE GIST

v

The U.K. has paused three
Chevening fellowships —
CRISP, Cyber Security
Fellowship and SAJP — for
2027-28, citing portfolio review,
cost-cutting and capacity
constraints.

v

Chevening is exploring industry
sponsorship to sustain some
programmes, while the pause
comes amid a longer-term
decline in the number of
scholarships awarded and
scrutiny of programme
funding.

g.F. & e Chevening FalfArT Y ¥afare 4t frar 372

e The U.K. government has paused short-term fellowships offered for mid-career professionals
under the prestigious Chevening programme for one year.

.. THR o FiATSST Chevening programme & dgd HET-HRIT IR & T & STt arelr
Heqhifersh BT Y Tk a¥ & fore Tuflra = g

e The Chevening Research, Science and Innovation Leadership Fellowship (CRISP), the
Chevening Cyber Security Fellowship, and the Chevening South Asia Journalism
Programme (SAJP) have been paused for the year 2027-28.

Chevening Research, Science and Innovation Leadership Fellowship (CRISP),

Chevening Cyber Security Fellowship 3R Chevening South Asia Journalism
Programme (SAJP) &I a¥ 2027-28 & forw Tafaia ¢ fear sram g

Why have the Chevening fellowships been paused?

Chevening wefra Y Tafra =t frar aram 72

e According to official sources, the fellowships have been paused for varying reasons, including
capacity constraints and cost-cutting by the U.K. government.

3TN T & AR, Sof HeATRAT T HAIT-37elT HROUT § AN fohar a2 §, TS axaran
Fatft WAT? R T F. TR SR dwre H Fekd A §

o “We are currently reviewing and strengthening our fellowship portfolio to ensure it continues
to deliver the greatest impact and value for participants and partners.

FH TIATT F 39 FefArT DEwfary Fr waam siv 337 Asqa H @ §, Af 75 wfamfat
3R AISAERT & forw iftrenas gemma 3R Hed FeTe il |

e As part of this process, some programmes will pause in 2027,” a British High Commission
spokesperson confirmed in response to The Hindu’s queries.
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39 YTshaT & g, FS FRIHH 2027 ® TG W31, f9feer g8 AR & U yaFar A The
Hindu & 99T & 3eR & gfse

“The SAJP will pause for the 2027 cycle due to capacity constraints at the host university, and
is expected to resume in 2028,” the sources said.

AT o T, “SAIP I AoTellel faeaidearerd & aTaar et Wansit & HRoT 2027 wsh & fow
TfAIT T STeaT 3R g8k 2028 # T & & et T 371 81"

“We recognise this will be disappointing news for those who were hoping to apply, but we
hope to be able to provide an update on future plans for the programmes soon,” the sources
added.

AT o 3T g1, ‘G TAS & [ TG 3T AN o T TATRITSToTa WHATEAR oM it 37TdGe &det b
3FHIG A IE , ifchel &7 312 § Toh & STog, &1 ST hIAhAT T HTIST T JISTTIAT I IIST
YeTel it & TETH gidt |

What is the nature of the fellowships?

3T el Y THfa 747 872

The CRISP fellowship is a 12-week programme for scientists, researchers and
entrepreneurs hosted by the University of Oxford.

CRISP fellowship JTfeel, etrendi3il 3R 3eafAr & forw 12 avarg &1 FdwA ¢, foraedh

ASTETY University of Oxford aaT &1

The Chevening Cyber Security Fellowship is a 10-week programme delivered at Cranfield
University, a part of the U.K.’s Defence Academy.

Chevening Cyber Security Fellowship 10 ¥CdTg HT FIAFH ¢, o4 Z . &1 Defence

Academy & T 89T Cranfield University 3 @anford fomar Sirar g1

The SAJP is an eight-week programme hosted by the University of Westminster for mid-
career journalists.

SAJP AL -HNIX TFHRT & ToIU TS TCATE T HIRAFH g, foraehl HAataT=ir University of

Westminster dr gl

CRISP focuses on fellows from India and Sri Lanka; the Cyber Security Fellowship is offered
to Indians and citizens of the Western Balkans; the SAJP is a one-of-a-kind programme that
brings together journalists from India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, and the
Maldives.

CRISP &7 &1 IR 31T st & %l 9 &; Cyber Security Fellowship SRR 31X afResft
o & ATTRHT & [T ITY §; SATTh SAIP Teh HEfAATT FRFHH ¢, 51 R, e,
HreTehT, TR, TRITATATT R AT & TAHRT I Teh TTY T g

What avenues is Chevening India exploring to restart the fellowships?

AT I BT F & F&A F fAT Chevening India et fsedt v R FTw@T1E?

The Chevening team is exploring industry sponsorship for CRISP and the Cyber Security
Fellowship, and welcomes suggestions and potential partners.

Chevening &# CRISP 31X Cyber Security Fellowship & foT 38T Sarer & Wrteret &
HHTATE ToeT QT & R Geral AT Fenfaet ASIeRT 7 FRT e 1

“We expect to provide an update on the Chevening Gurukul Fellowship (September-
November 2027) cohort by early November 2026, and are currently exploring sponsorship
opportunities for this programme too,” sources said.

AT & gl “H Chevening Gurukul Fellowship (RIdeR-s1daR 2027) & 3@ 93 7deR 2026 S

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 2



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

QBT cToh IS YTl el i 3701 & IR TAATT H 3 Frhshidd o fAIT off yralerer & rawt
Hr JemT AT ST T8I

The Gurukul Fellowship, also hosted at the University of Oxford, is a 12-week programme
targeting mid-career Indian professionals across sectors, including government, media, and
civil society.

Gurukul Fellowship, for@ehT HSTaTeAT 8 University of Oxford ST g, 12 HTATE HT FIAHA ¢,

TG 76T PR, AT 3R AR TaTeT afgd _Affe &9 & Aeg-HRIT IR 9 &

How much has the U.K. government spent on the programmes?

&, GIHR A 51 FRAFAT W e @+ frar g2

Data tabled in the U.K. Parliament show that in financial year 2025-26, the U.K.’s Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) allocated £59.4 million to Chevening.

T, WG U JHTenst § aar Teidm § o faefra a 2025-26 7 3. & Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) sf Chevening & forw £59.4 fAfera«r
3rrafed fu|

A break-up of the funding split between fellowships and scholarships is not available in the
public domain.

AT IR SEgRT & dr faqdr T & e 1 fJavor adafas w1 & sqeey 78 5
The Hindu’s query to the British High Commission on this went unanswered.

38 994 H The Hindu garT fafeer g1 sweteret & fru 310 g2t &1 1§ a3 ¢t e

“Through corporate partner income and university partnerships, Chevening receives between
£6-7 million annually, funding 22% of scholars,” the U.K.’s then Secretary of State for the
FCDO stated in a policy paper presented in the U.K. Parliament in 2023.

“HTARET TBIERT ¥ 1o 311 3R faeafacarerat & aryr arsieiy & ATegs ¥ Chevening H1
wfciay £6-7 FAfge gred g1 8, S ad 229 TehleRT &l faaIoT fAedr 8,” 9,3, & dcehleliel
FCDO Secretary of State & 2023 # g% e, H JEId T aAlfel-ad & gl AT|

What is the government’s purpose?
TIEHR FT 36827 FAT 87

The U.K. government launched the Chevening Fellowships in 2004 as an extension of the
broader Chevening Scholarships, which were established in 1983.

g%, TR o <Aq19eh Chevening Scholarships, fS@eRr TmaaT 19833§f§'§2ﬁ, & AEIR & &

# 2004 # Chevening Fellowships & 1 i

For 2027-28, applications for Chevening Scholarships, which offer a fully funded Master’s in
the U.K., have opened.

a¥ 2027-28 & fIT Chevening Scholarships, St 3. # T oRe fAaaiia AR 34l verst
FI E, o e Y& & T ¢

The Chevening programmes function as an instrument of soft diplomacy for the U.K.
Chevening FI%H 3. & foIT Aive BalAH) & U HTHe & 9 7 H X 8|

By selecting high-potential international professionals to study in the U.K. on the FCDO’s fully
funded programme, the U.K. government aims to cultivate influential global networks that
advance British foreign policy interests.

FCDO & qoid: [aaaifa #isha & dgd AT & Toll 3o &THT aTel A s Qekawt &1
T Feh, I . TR TH Feraerrelt ARa% Aea® AFfAd FT Tgd & o fofey fager Aifa &
il Y 31T w1V |

“Many of Chevening’s alumni are in positions of influence, and they form a valuable network
for furthering His Majesty’'s Government’s objectives,” a policy paper on the programme
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Why vital chemotherapy drugs
are in short supply in India

aterial us

[in cisplatin and nrhophlin h'm:‘ more lhan dnuhl«l mahn;, 0|d prlcecmm)lk’d nunufacmnnggxm ﬁna

ndia is facing a critical nationwide
shortage of two key chemotherapy
= cisplatin and carboplatin —
driven by soaring global platinum
raw material costs, West Asia shipping
route disruptions, and domestic price

supplies, private hospitals in many parts
are still facing a crunch. For patients, this
'has meant interruptions or delays in
life-saving treatment. In response,
government last month raised
temporarily ceiling rates for the two drugs
by 50%, to help restart halted domestic
‘manufacturing lines.

Cisplatin is a chemotherapeutic agent
used in the treatment of solid tumours as
well as certain blood cancers. Carboplatin
is a second generation platinum
«compound that is also used to treat solid
tumours. Both are among the most widely
used chemotherapy drugs in India and
are indispensable in the treatment of
several cancers, including ovarian, head
and neck, lung, gall bladder, urinary
bladder, breast and testicular cancers.

Prices for platinum - the core raw

by A

pa . For

Critically
patents this has meantintemruptions or delays i lfe-saving treatment.GETIY NAGES

material used in cisplatin and carboplatin z,_mﬂaml

=hmpre "h“"M f ngo tical Pricing Authority
price-controlled manufacturing rates ( special

financially unviable for companies. M’P" '"mk“' L?:m
Additionally, geopolitical conflicts and raise the price cap of cisplatin
shipping constraints through West Asia and carboplatin

have restricted raw material imports from

primary global suppliers. This resulted in

several generic make isplatin and in are also critical

slowing or stopping production of these
drugs, says Sayoni Bhanja, consultant,
medical oncology at HCG Cancer Centre,
Kolkata.

Impact on hospitals, patients

At the Cancer Institute (WIA), Adyar, in
Chelmal Kalpana Balakrishnan, chief
executive officer and medical director,
said that the shortage has been ongoing
for nearly seven months due to the war
and has had significant impacts. “The
cheapest drug, cisplatin, a first-generation
platinum drug, is not available.
Carboplatin and oxaliplatin, which are
second and thl’d generation platinum

in treating childhood cancers such as
neuroblastoma, hepatoblastoma, germ
cell tumours and retinoblastoma, and that
their therapeutic role cannot be easily
replaced by alternative medicines.

Vijay Kumar Srinivasalu, senior
consultant in medical oncology at Sakra
World Hospital, Bengaluru, said
platinum-based chemotherapy continues
to be the backbone of treatment for
several solid tumours despite advances in
targeted therapies and immunotherapy.
‘Treatment delays or substitution vmh less
effective regimens could compromise
outcomes, particularly in curative-intent
cancers. This is. :spmauy significant in

drugs, expensive.
Sujith Kumar Mullapally, senior
consultant - medical oncology, Apollo
Proton Cancer Centre, Chennai said that
the hospital has not received cisplatin and
carboplatin from its regular companies
for a long time now and was depending
on companies which are Indian generic
companies. He added that they have
‘managed up until now with available
stocks. Significant efforts have been made
to inform the necessary authorities
through medical oncology forums, he

In Karnataka, some hospitals reported
that they have stocks sufficient for only six
to eight weeks. Amit Rauthan, head of
‘medical oncology, immun
precision medicine at Manipal Hospital,
0ld Airport Road, Bengaluru, said

for cervical
and head and neck cancers, where
weekly cisplatin plays a vital role in

incing the effectiveness of radiation
therapy, he noted.

For patients, this has meant delays and
interruptions in treatment, addmoml
suess, as well as increased cost:

immediate fallout, said, S:mdeep
Nayak chairman of oncology,
MACS-Renova Oncology Institute, KIMS
Hospital, Bengaluru lands directly on
cancer patients: while alternative
treatment regimens exist, they are
generally less effective, non-standard, and
can carry higher costs or different toxicity
profiles. Bhawna Sirohi, medical
oncologist and medical director of
Vedanta Medical Research Foundation,
Raipur, Chhattisgarh, said for patients this

‘may mean a compromise on curative
cancer treatment.

The government sector seems to be
doing better in several States.

At the Regional Cancer Centre, Kerala
in Thiruvananthapuram, treatment was
not disrupted as the hospital had
adequate stock of platinum-based drugs
to tide over a few months, said director, R
qushkumar Now that the government

prices, our purc]
process is going forward and I am told
that we will get new stock soon,” Dr.
Rejnish said.

The Karnataka government-run Kidwai
Memorial Institute of Oncology in
Bengaluru has said it currently has
adequate stocks and multiple
procurement channels to ensure
continuity of care. “We have
tenders in place and procure medicines
through the Central Medical Store as well
as the Kidwai Cancer Drug Foundation
(KCDF). We also have multiple vendors,
and non-governmental organisations
support us by supplying these drugs,” said
KMIO director (in charge), R. Krishnappa.

At the Delhi State Cancer Institute,
both cisplatis plaun injections
are currently available, said Pragya
Shukla, head of clinical oncology.

Sources in the T.N. government said
that cisplatin was in the essential drugs
list of the Tamil Nadu Medical Services
Corporation and hence, its supply was
ensured. However, carboplatin, a
speciality drug, was unavailable for bulk
purchases but hospitals were managing

In Telangana, however, the Mehdi
Nawaz Jung Institute of Oncology and
Regional Cancer Centre in Hyderabad, the
State’s largest and only government
tertiary cancer care hospital, has been
grappling with a shortage of both cisplatin

and carboplatin for the past two months,
with supplies falling well short of its
‘monthly requirement. Sadashivudu
Gundeti, Director of MN] Institute of
Oncology, said the institute requires
thousands of vials of the two
chemotherapy drugs every month but is
currently able to procure only a few
hundred vials.
On June 12, the National
I'hamm:eum‘a.l Pricing Authority (NPPA)
woked special clauses to raise the price
cap of cisplatin from ¥7.26 to ¥10.89 per
mL, and carboplatin from ¥60.49 rupees
10 ¥90.74 per mL, citing public interest.

Long-term strategies

With more than 1.5 million new cancer
cases diagnosed annually in India, Smitha
Saldanha, consultant in medical oncology
at HCG Cancer Hospital, K.R. Road,
Bengaluru, said uninterrupted access to
essential oncology medicines must be
treated as a national healthcare priority.

While describing the recent revision of
ceiling prices as a useful short-term
measure, Dr. Srinivasalu said India
requires a long-term oncology drug
security framework, including strategic
reserves of essential cancer medicines,
diversified domestic manufacturing,
stronger active pharmaceutical ingredient
supply chains, centralised procurement
and an early-warning system for
anticipated shortages.

A Union Neahh ‘Ministry official said
the government has taken all steps to
ensure that the supply chain stays stable.

(With inputs from Afshan Yasmeen in
Bengaluru, Shrabana Chatterjee in
Kolkata, Serena Josephine M. in Cll(rmal.
C. Maya in Thiruvananthapuram, Bindi
‘Shajan Perappadan in Delhi and. Siddharth
Kumar Singh in Hyderabad.)
(health@thehindu.co.in)

THE GIST

Es

Cisplatin is a chemotherapeutic
agent used in the treatment of
solid tumours as wel as certain
blood cancers. Carboplatinis a
second generation platinum
compound that s aiso used to
treat solid tumours. Both are
among the most widely used
chemotherapy drugs in India
and are indispensable in the
treatment of several cancers

v

India is facing a citical
nationwide shortage of the two
key chemotherapy drugs
driven by soaring global
platinum raw material costs,
West Asia shipping route
disruptions, and domestic price
caps. For patients, this has.
meant delays and intermuptions
in treatment, additional stress,
as well as increased costs

India requires a long-term
oncology drug security
framework, including strategic
reserves of essential cancer
medicines, diversified domestic
manufacturing, stronger active
pharmaceutical ingredient
supply chains, centralised
procurement and an
early-warning system for
anticipated shortages, says
doctor
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14A8. Why vital chemotherapy drugs are in short supply in India
R H SHigeavaTs HAMEIY gan3it Hr 9t FHAT 747 §

India is facing a critical nationwide shortage of two key chemotherapy drugs — cisplatin
and carboplatin — driven by soaring global platinum raw material costs, West Asia
shipping route disruptions, and domestic price caps.

TR 3 &1 T PR gamsit — Rrecaieer 3R FrafeaTiea — At dereamdy asfiK Fh F
HIHAT AT I8 @7 &, Fordent sRor 3Rae wftas Fea Arer &) god FAY, 9lad R &
fRIaT At # sgaeer 3R ee] Hea-ArA g

In response, the government last month raised temporarily ceiling rates for the two drugs by
50%, to help restart halted domestic manufacturing lines.

g% AT H, THR o AT AG et gar3il Fr srfrwras fAaiRa Freal 7 srearh §7 3 50%
#T gefer &1, difen se T3t ey faforaToT sehTeat @1 AT & 9% atet 3 Heg e & |

Cisplatin is a chemotherapeutic agent used in the treatment of solid tumours as well as
certain blood cancers.

mwmm%,mmeé?m-m@mma:
3UIR & forar Srar g1

Carboplatin is a second-generation platinum compound that is also used to treat solid
tumours.

FafcaTee U gfaea didt #1 cafeas Fifars g, forgert 3uler 3l Tt & 39aR & fow o
R STaT B

Both are among the most widely used chemotherapy drugs in India and are indispensable in
the treatment of several cancers, including ovarian, head and neck, lung, gall bladder, urinary
bladder, breast and testicular cancers.

ST IRT H a8 1Y% & F 3G I ST arell ATyt gansit & enfaer § 31k Braaf@, /7
TF TG, B3, TR, HARR, T A 0T & HIR Afed F5 TR & HaT & 39 #
e €1

The Karnataka government-run Kidwai Memorial Institute of Oncology in Bengaluru has said

it currently has adequate stocks and multiple procurement channels to ensure continuity of
care.

S3Tele Ul Shellceh TXPR SaRT FeTfeid Kidwai Memorial Institute of Oncology = &gl g foh
38 U IAAT 7 TTed 5N 3R 3TaR i flerar gfafRad st & fov 78 wlig I
EEECCE

At the Delhi State Cancer Institute, both cisplatin and carboplatin injections are currently
available, said Pragya Shukla, head of clinical oncology.

feoel ¥ R SEege 7 Recdfea ik Fafeafee alat sotarer adarT 7 3qerst g, var
fFeIfeienet fiehieliof T ToE =T YeFell o Tl
On June 12, the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) invoked special clauses to

raise the price cap of cisplatin from ¥7.26 to ¥10.89 per mL, and carboplatin from ¥60.49
rupees to ¥90.74 per mL, citing public interest.

12 S Y T Jitwfer e fareiRor srfdrsTor (NPPA) ﬁaaﬂ%awmaﬁguﬁawm
1 3T Y FAEedfeeT Y Fea War 27.26 & 9gT 210.89 wfar mL 3R Frafeafes #Y 260.49
¥ ToThT 290.74 9fa mL T
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National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA)

e The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) is an independent government
regulatory authority responsible primarily for regulating the prices of medicines and
pharmaceutical products in India and ensuring their availability at reasonable prices.

1. Establishment

e Established: 29 August 1997

e Functions under the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals and
Fertilizers, Government of India.

e |timplements and enforces provisions of the Drugs (Prices Control) Order — DPCO.

2. Major Functions

e Fixes/revises ceiling prices of scheduled medicines covered by the National List of

Essential Medicines (NLEM) under the applicable DPCO framework.

Monitors prices of both scheduled and non-scheduled formulations.

Ensures that manufacturers do not charge consumers above the legally permissible price.

Recovers overcharged amounts from pharmaceutical companies where applicable.

Monitors the availability of medicines and helps address shortages.

Collects and analyses information relating to production, imports, exports, market share

and prices of pharmaceutical products.

e |t also performs pricing functions concerning certain medical devices when they fall within
the applicable drug-pricing regulatory framework.

3. What is DPCQO?

e The Drugs (Prices Control) Order (DPCO) is issued by the Central Government under the
Essential Commodities Act, 1955.

e The current principal framework is the DPCO, 2013.

e Under it, NPPA determines ceiling prices for scheduled formulations.

Ceiling Price = Maximum permissible price (subject to applicable taxes and regulatory

provisions).

4. NLEM and NPPA — Important Difference

Do not confuse the two:

NLEM — identifies medicines considered essential for meeting priority healthcare needs.

NPPA implements the pharmaceutical pricing framework and fixes ceiling prices for

scheduled formulations based on the applicable DPCO.

e The current National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM), 2022 contains 384 medicines.

West Nile 14A8. West Nile virus cases
. . ATC ATS TR & ATH
VIrus c¢ases
w e Authorities in Athens have stepped up fumigation as the country’s state
Agence France-Presse health administration on Thursday reported a “signi-cant” increase in West Nile
virus infections, which have so far claimed nine lives.
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e |t said 45 new cases of the mosquito-borne virus had been recorded over
the past week, raising total infections to 110.

cant” increase in West Nile
virus infections, which
have so far claimed nine
lives. It said 45 new cases
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o . . . West Nile Virus Transmission Cycle
West Nile virus is a mosquito-borne virus
Reservoir Hosts 7

that can infect humans, birds and several other Birds

animals. %::
/ Bird to Bird

Most infected people develop no symptoms,
but in rare cases it can cause serious
neurological disease such as encephalitis or

meningitis.
Insect Vector / " . 3 ( Insect Vector
Mosquitoes 1% R ]

Incidental Infections
People and Animals

Basic Facts Mosquitoes

\ Feature H Details \
Virus family |Flaviviridae |
Genus |Flavivirus |
Genetic material | |Single-stranded RNA |
\Primary vector HCuIex mosquitoes \

|

\Main natural hosts HBirds

Usually dead-end
hosts

11937, Uganda |
No licensed human

Humans and horses

First identified

Vaccine for humans

vaccine
Specific antiviral No specific antiviral
treatment therapy

How does it spread?

e The normal transmission cycle is:

e Infected bird — Culex mosquito bites bird — mosquito becomes infected —
infected mosquito bites another bird/person/horse.

e Birds are particularly important because many bird species develop enough virus
in their blood to infect mosquitoes.

e Humans and horses are generally called “dead-end hosts” because the amount of
virus circulating in their blood is usually too low to infect another mosquito and
maintain the transmission cycle.

Does it spread from person to person?

e Ordinary activities such as touching, hugging or sharing food do not normally
spread West Nile virus.
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e Rare transmission can occur through blood transfusion, organ transplantation,
pregnancy-related transmission or laboratory exposure.

Symptoms

Approximately 80% of .

infected people develop no ; £ -
symptoms. 2 ,

RUSSIA

Some develop West Nile

fever, which may involve: o e ‘Eﬁ?

Fever + headache + body
aches + fatigue +
nausea/vomiting +
occasionally skin rash.

AFRICA

SOUTH
EAST ASIA

AUSTRALIA

A small proportion develop
serious neuroinvasive
disease, including:

. Countries with endemic or reported West Nile virus Adapted from WHO (2017), Lancet Regional Health
Please note that not all countries with endemic West Nile virus have reported outbreaks among humans. - Americas (2022). ECDC (2026). and PLOS (2019)**

e Encephalitis —

inflammation of the brain.
e Meningitis — inflammation of the membranes surrounding the brain and spinal cord.
e Acute flaccid paralysis — sudden muscle weakness/paralysis.

Older adults and immunocompromised people are generally at greater risk of severe disease.

Treatment and Prevention

There is currently no specific antiviral medicine routinely available for West Nile virus
infection in humans. Mild disease is generally managed with supportive care, while severe
neurological illness may require hospitalisation.

Prevention therefore focuses primarily on mosquito control:

Eliminate stagnant water — reduce mosquito breeding — use repellents — wear
protective clothing — use screens/mosquito nets where appropriate.

West Nile Virus in India

West Nile virus is not confined to Africa or Europe. It has also been detected in India,
including reported human infections and evidence of circulation in several regions.
Therefore, from an examination perspective, it should be remembered as an emerging/re-
emerging mosquito-borne zoonotic disease.
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